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r. Edward Simpson, professor of

geology and chair of the Depart-

ment of Physical Sciences, gradu-
ated from Kutztown State College in 1980
with a B.S. degree in secondary education,
and then moved on to the University of
Nebraska for an M.S. degree in geology.
He earned his Ph.D. in geology at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University.
In 1987 he returned to KU as an assistant
professor of geology, mostly, he says, for
the charm of coming back to his first alma
mater and to the area he is originally from,
Pottsville, Pa.

Since that time he has served the univer-
sity in a number of different capacities:
faculty member, chairperson, acting dean
of the Department of Science, Mathema-
tics & Technology, and interim dean of
the College of Liberal Arts & Sciences.
With those duties, Dr. Simpson says he
had some of his best experiences at KU;
visiting classrooms and getting to know
more faculty members, observing diffe-
rent teaching styles and learning new,
cutting-edge technologies. It was also a
wonderful way, he says, of learning about
the exciting things that were going on in
other departments.

Asked what the proudest moments in his
academic life have been so far, Dr. Simp-
son notes his recent election as a Fellow
of the Geological Society of America in
Spring 2007. Being mentioned in the same
breadth, he says, with such distinguished

scientists is quite an honor. Followed
by this was the media attention giv-
en to the amphibian resting traces
that he and Dave Fillmore uncov-
ered at the Reading Public Museum.
National press, for what started out
as an undergraduate project, was
never part of his wildest dreams.
In this same vein, Dr. Simpson also
notes the most exciting and inspir-
ing research he has done is that
which he has published in peer-re-
viewed journals with students. Asked why,
he says being able to work with students
in this capacity is unique to a smaller uni-
versity like KU. It is fun and exciting to
create projects students can make a con-
tribution toward and to see what niche
within that project they can carve out for
themselves, he says.

During his 20 years at KU, Dr. Simpson has
authored or co-authored 33 published pa-
pers, a few of which have been picked up
by the journal Science as well as the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). He has
also presented over 65 posters at region-
al, national and international venues.
Throughout his career, he has been in-
vited to universities around the country
to make presentations based on research
he has conducted while at KU. Asked
about the biggest challenges facing his
department and students, Dr. Simpson
notes how expensive science is. At the
same time, he says strong science pro-

grams are critical for the academic repu-
tation of the university. A strong science
tradition is imperative, if a university or
college wants to have a strong academic
reputation. Dr. Simpson also points out
that because of new technologies and the
skyrocketing price of oil, there is now a
tremendous need for geologists, from the
undergraduate to the doctoral level.

Dr. Simpson’s scholarly pursuits have led
him to Australia, New Zealand, South Afri-
ca, Utah, and Pottsville, Pa. His work and
enthusiasm has enabled him to develop
one of the most popular courses at the uni-
versity: Dinosaurs (GELOO1). Asked about
what he would like to do in the future, Dr.
Simpson says he is most excited about the
possibility of returning to South Africa, a
country he has visited on four occasions.

Just recently, it was announced that Dr.
Simpson is the recipient of the 2007 C.R.
Chambliss Kutztown University Faculty
Research Award.

Congratulations, Dr. Simpson!






a foundation course in Social Work Re-
search, and Applications of Social Work
Research.

Dr. Sara-Beth Plummer, Social Work
Dr. Plummer received her Ph.D. from
the School of Social Work at Virginia
Commonwealth University. Her re-
search interests include domestic vio-
lence, disabilities, program evaluation,
and needs assessment. Some of the
courses Dr. Plummer has taught in-
clude Introduction to Social Work,
Poverty and Social Welfare, The Pro-
fessional Context of Social Work Prac-
tice, Methods and Practice of Social
Work Research.

Dr. John H. Riley, Political Science
Dr. Riley received his Ph.D. from
George Washington University. His
areas of specialization include the role
of the news media in U.S. foreign pol-
icy-making, development of central
African states, and international orga-
nizations. Dr. Riley has taught U.S.
Foreign Policy-making, International
Law & Organizations, International
Political Economy, International Secu-

rity and Conflict, and an honors course
in Latin American Politics.

Dr. Kristina Rothley, Biological Scienc-
es Dr. Rothley received her Ph.D. from
Yale University. She held a postdoctoral
position at Princeton University and a
faculty position at Simon Fraser Univer-
sity before arriving at KU. Her research
interests include animal behavior and
protected area design. She has taught
Environmental Issues: Global Perspec-
tives and a Principles of Biology Lab.

Dr. Kim L. Shively, Anthropology &
Sociology Dr. Shively earned her Ph.D.
in anthropology from Brandeis Univer-
sity. She specializes in comparative re-
ligions and how religious belief shapes
everyday living experiences. She also
conducts research on the relationship
between religious belief and popular
understandings of basic political con-
cepts. She teaches courses on the an-
thropology of religion, medical anthro-
pology, Islamic cultures, the anthro-
pology of gender, world religions, and
the anthropology of death and dying.

Dr. Brad Slonaker, Mathematics Dr.
Slonaker obtained his Ph.D. in math-
ematics education in 2004 from Penn
State University. His scholarly interests
include mathematical knowledge and
belief, epistemology, pedagogy and
mathematics, middle school mathe-
matics teacher education, collaborative
inquiry, and reflexive actions as well as
PA certification for mathematics teach-
ers. Dr. Slonaker has taught Introduc-
tion to Mathematics, Fundamentals of
Mathematics and Trigonometry.

Dr. Andrew Vogel, English New to the
Lehigh Valley, Dr. Vogel is from Colum-
bus, Ohio, where he studied at Ohio
State University. His research interests
are in the rhetoric of literature and cul-
tural constructions of geography; fo-
cusing on the rhetoric of automobile
geography in American road stories
from 1893 to 1921. His teaching in-
terests are in modern and postmodern
literature.

Homecoming 2007

Professor Emeriti Joe Piscitelli, biology (left), and Bob Wolf, math-
ematics (center), along with KU President Javier Cevallos, served
hot dogs and other delectables o LAS alumni (right) who af-
tfended the Homecoming BBQ under the big tent on October
27,2007.




WHEN THey ARE NOT TEACHING... Recent CLAS Faculty Accomplishments

Fall Semester

Dr. Richard Courtney, Department of
Geography, coauthored a book chapter
titled, “Measuring and Mapping Con-
flict-related Deaths and Segregation: Les-
sons From the Belfast ‘Troubles’,” for
inclusion in a book on Geographic In-
formation Systems and Homeland Secu-
rity which will be available in August.

Dr. Richard A. Crooker, Department of
Geography, published “Atlantic Ocean”
(pages 79-80), “Continental Shelf” (pages
361-362), “Ocean Currents” (pages 394-
395), and “Indian Ocean” (pages 913-
914) in the Encyclopedia of the Environ-
ment & Society, Thousand Oaks, CA:
Sage Publications (2007).

Dr. Eric Johnson, Department of History,
was awarded the Michael Bernstein Fel-
lowship, Senshu University Center for
History Studies, May-June 2007, Kawasa-
ki City, Japan. Dr. Johnson also authored
the following publications: “Libertines
and Liberty: State Justice and Changing
Regimes in Eighteenth-Century”; a re-
view of “Lawrence Bongie, From Rogue
to Everyman: A Foundling’s Journal to
the Bastille and David Andress”; and
“The Terror: The Merciless War for Free-
dom in Revolutionary France”; all for
the journal Eighteenth-Century Studies.

Dr. Patricia Kelleher, Department of His-
tory, authored two book reviews: “Sex
Among the Rabble: An Intimate His-
tory of Gender and Power in the Age of
Revolution, Philadelphia, 1730-1830, by
Clare A. Lyons” in Pennsylvania History: A
Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies; and “The
Paddy Camps: The Irish Lowell, 1821-61,
by Brian C. Mitchell” an H-Net Book Re-
view, published by H-Urban.

Prof. Jonathan M. Kremser, Department
of Criminal Justice, authored “Pennsyl-
vania Justice” (2008), Pearson/Prentice
Hall.

Professor Melissa Nurczynski, Depart-
ment of English, published a short fea-
ture in the October issue of Budget Tra-
vel magazine titled “My Hometown:
Aruba,” under her pen name, Melissa
Marshall.

Winnie Peterson, Department of Math-
ematics, and Jane Murphy Wilburne,
Penn State-Harrisburg, had their paper,
“Using a Before-During-After Model to
Plan Effective Secondary Mathematics
Lessons,” published in Mathematics
Teacher, Vol 101, No. 3, (October 2007)
pp. 209-213.

Prof. llene Prokup, Department of Nurs-
ing, co-authored the peer-reviewed jour-
nal article, “Colorectal cancer incidence
and mortality in northeastern Pennsyl-
vania,” in The Journal of Registry Manage-
ment, 34(3): 99-105.

Francis J. Vasko, Department of Mathe-
matics, and Peter Huegler, Lock Haven
University, had their paper, “Metaheur-
istics for Meltshop Scheduling in the
Steel Industry,” published in The Journal
of the Operational Research Society, Vol.
58, N6 (June 2007), pp. 791-796.

Francis J. Vasko and Winnie J. Peterson,
Department of Mathematics, had their
paper, “Can Teachers Trust the World
Wide Web for Classroom Lesson Plans?”
published in TECH TRENDS, Vol. 51,
N4, (2007), pp. 53-54.

Dr. Todd O. Williams, Department of
English, has an article forthcoming in
The Journal of William Morris Studies
titled, “Teaching Morris’s Early Dream
Poems through the Three Registers”.

THE ARTHUR AND ISABEL WEISENBERGER AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

For the third consecutive year, a CLAS fac-
ulty member has won the Arthur and Isa-
bel Weisenberger Award for Excellence in
Teaching. The Weisenberger Award recog-
nizes a fuldime KU faculty member who
excels as a feacher and who demonstrates
leadership and service to the university.

In 2006, Dr. Michael P. Gabriel, professor of
history, received the award. Dr. Gabriel has
taught at KU since 1994. He currently serves
as the chair of the Department of History
and coordinates student internships.

This year’s awardee is Dr. Elaine Reed, pro-
fessor of English. Dr. Reed (pictured far right
with Alumni Associatfion President Melissa
Hershey) has been teaching at KU since
1992, with interests as various as theories of
representation, media history, and film cen-

sorship. She has tfaught courses in Contem-
porary Issues in Professional Writing, Jour-
nalism, Infroduction to Mass Communica-
fion, Writing for Public Relations, Desktop
Publishing, Culture and Media, Censorship
and Film, Literafure and Film, Short Story,
and Composition, including advanced. Dr.
Reed is currently director of the Women'’s
Center.

Congratulations!

Past CLAS recipients of the Weisenberger

Award:

Robert Ziegenfus, geography (2005)

John Loomis, physical science (2001)

Allida McKinley, history (1998)

Jack Schellenberger, physical science
(1995)

Patrick Duddy, biological science (1994)






