The Lenhartsville
Folklife Museum

]he joining of the Folklife Museum with the Pennsylvania

German Cultural Heritage Center in 1992 is a reason for celebra-
tion. For decades, the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society
has maintained and developed this outstanding museum in
Lenhartsville. Now, under the auspices of the Cultural Heritage
Center, its fine collections of more than ten thousand artifacts will
be preserved for the educational and cultural benefit of genera-
tions to come.

Again this year the museum, located just off exit 11 of I-78 in
Lenhartsville, offers tours for visitors and special educational field
trips for school children.

The museum was open weekends until Memorial Day and is
now open seven days a week throughout the summer.

Mrs. Florence Baver, President of the Folk Culture Society, has
announced that this year the Freyberger School will be included

-inthe museum field trip forstudents and teachers. TheFreyberger |
Schoolisacompletely restored one-room school at the University’s
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center.

The Lenhartsville Museum includes five buildings with artifacts
that reflect Pennsylvania German rural life at the turn of the
century. New at the museum this year is a display of a third
generation tinsmith shop.

Visitors information and school field day reservations may be
made by calling (215) 562-4803 or (215) 682-7432.

Young Visitors - School children learn about Pennsylvania
— German customs from Mrs. Florence Baver during a recent visit
to the Lenhartsville Museum.

Our Distelfink

The Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center and Heemet
Fescht have a distelfink. It is unique and it is our own. You will see
it used as our logo in every issue of the newsletter, and in the
Center’s brochures and other printed materials.

We thank Gerald Yoder, William Oldt Logan, Ruth Emmert,
Donald Levengood, and Ernest Frederick who contributed ideas
for its creation. In particular we thank
Mr. Yoder, who drew the distelfink.

There is wonderful symbolism in this
distelfink. According to Mr. Yoder and
Mr. Logan, itis a message of good luck.
The tulip represents humanity and the
triangle represents the Trinity. The
distelfink itself is meant to represent
Berks County. We hope you like our

new logo as much as we do.

Heewet Fescht -
A Pstia eekei
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The Pennsylvania 96th - Famed volunteer Civil War infantry unit w
encamp and drill at the Center as part of Heemet Fescht.

I you recognize Heemet Fescht as an authentic Pennsyl-

ginnin

vania German term, you will be pleased to learn that the  thatw
Cultural Heritage Center’s first Pennsylvania German heemet And
fescht (“home festival”) weekend will be filled with authentic Heem:e
arts, crafts, agricultural demonstrations, music, food and will be
more that recreates a way of life. for yot
On Saturday and Sunday, August 28 and 29, some 35 Visit
artisans from the Heartland and the Lehigh and Berks the ad
County Guilds of Craftsmen will demonstrate their skills in - walk fr
fraktur, woodworking, furniture making, pottery, metal, Or, ar
blacksmithing, candle making, andthe barnloom. Theywill  togeth
be dressed in authentic colonial costume and, in the custom parkin:

ofthe 18th century, will have apprentices working
along side of them. There are also plans to have
a quilt train, which will portray how women
came together for an occasion that was as
much social as practical.

The land provided sustenance for Pennsyl-
vania German rural life and throughout Heemet
Fescht the Old Time Plowboys of America will
give demonstrations of preparing
the fields for fall harvest, utiliz-
ing genuine period manual
and horse-driven apparatus.

~ Nor will school life be for- "/
gotten. The Freyberger
Schoolhouse will be the set-
ting for the reenactment of
learninginaone-roomschool,
with an interpreter explaining
the interaction of pupils and
teacher, and with the exercises be-

Traditional garb - Step back into the
pages of time with William T. Oldt
Logan who will wear traditional
Pennsylvania German dress as he
demonstrates spinning and weaving ,
at Heemet Fescht.







From the Director

Germans first immigrated to the
American colonies in the early 18th
century, and for the next 150 years
there was a constant flow of new
emigres to the new country. Penn-
sylvania was singled out in particu-
lar by the Germans as a place for
settling, and as a result they made a
profound impact on the ways of life
of the communities which they in-
habited.

Several waves of immigrants ar-
rived. There were the unique Men-
nonites and Amish that separated
from the rest of the community and
adhered closely to the teachings of
their respective leaders. The Moravians were originally a commu-
nal group, but in time became part of the larger Protestant
society. The largest group of German immigrants were called the
“church people” and they were predominantly Lutheran and
Calvinist. It was this group that eventually became known as the
Pennsylvania Dutch.

The purpose of the newly-established Pennsylvania German
Cultural Heritage Center is to preserve the history, customs,
ancestry, dialect, and traditions of those industrious pioneers.
The Center, located in a farm setting on the campus of Kutztown
University, will portray rural life in the period from 1848 to 1948
through educational programs, annual events such as the Heemet
Fescht, its museum collections, and historic buildings.

How did the idea for such a Center come about? In 1991
members of the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society in

Dr. David L. Valuska
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two and three, relocating an early 19th century log cabin to the
Center, and renovating the existing stone farmhouse and its
washhouse outbuilding.Phase four, renovating the mid-19th
century bank barn, will follow.

Heritage Center News
Kutztown University
Kutztown, PA 19530

Lenhartsville asked Kutztown University to assume control over
their museum. Dr. David McFarland, President of Kutztown
University, at once recognized the importance of preserving the
museum’s programs and distinctive collections of more than
10,000 artifacts.

With this commitment from Kutztown University, planning and
development of the Center began. Articles in this first issue of the
Heritage Center News describe these activities, and | will briefly
mention some of them.

Dr. Ruth Freyberger, through a most generous gift, provided
funds to move and restore the one-room school that is now atthe
Center. The Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society, through
the efforts of Mrs. Florence Baver and the Society board, provided
all of the furnishings for the school house. Now the Freyberger
Schoolis open to the public and is used for a variety of programs.

There are two other buildings at the Center - a farm house and
food preparation building that dates to about 1810, and a classic
Pennsylvania German bank barn and pig barn, circa 1860. In
addition, a mid-19th century two room log cabin has been
offered to the Center, and in due time will be moved to the site.
Each of these buildings must be repaired and restored, and
Kutztown University has issued a challenge to the Pennsylvania
German community to help renew these architectural treasures.

In response, John and Eva Eichler have offered a substantial
challenge matching gift to the University. Meanwhile, other
members of the Pennsylvania German community have already
responded to the Center’s needs. In addition to monetary gifts,
persons have given unstintingly of their time and expertise. We
are working diligently to open ties with the granges and Penn-
sylvania Dutch organizations in the area. Now, we need your
help, support, and suggestions for the Center. Please do not
hesitate to write or call me at the Department of History,
Kutztown University, Kutztown, PA 19530. Telephone: 215-683-
4390.

Until our next issue - Macht gut!
— David L. Valuska

A brochure describing the gift opportunities within each of
these phases is now available free of charge. For your copy,
please contact William Sutton, Vice President for Advancement at
Kutztown University. His telephone number is (215) 683-4112.
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