
Tbe Lel1bartsvi{[e
 
Fo{k{ife Museum
 

~ joining of the Fo/klife Museum with the Pennsylvania 
German Cultural Heritage Center in 1992 is a reason for celebra­
tion . For decades, the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society 
has maintained and developed this outstanding museum in 
Lenhartsville. Now, under the auspices of the Cultural Heritage 
Center, its fine collections ofmore than ten thousand artifacts will 
be preserved for the educational and cultural benefit of genera­
tions to come. 

Again thi s year the museum, located just off exit 11 of 1-78 in 
Lenhartsville, offers tours for visitors and special educational field 
trips for school children. 

The museum was open weekends until Memorial Day and is 
now open seven days a week throughout the summer. 

Mrs. Florence Baver, President of the Folk Culture Society, has 
announced that this year the Freyberger School will be included 

_____ in themuseumfieJdtrip for.stud ents and tea che!S.-The.Er.eyberqe!----I-~__j";,,......

School isa completely restored one-room school atthe University's 
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center. 

The Lenhartsville Museum includes five buildings with artifacts 
that reflect Pennsylvania German rural life at the turn of the 
century. New at the museum this year is a display of a third 
generation tinsmith shop. 

Visitors information and school field day reservations may be 
made by calling (2 J5/562-4803 or (215) 682-7432. 

Young Visitors - School children learn about Pennsylvania 
- __- German customs from Mrs; FlorenceBaverduring a recentvisit _ 

to the Lenhartsville Museum. 

Our Diste{fil1k
 
The Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center and Heemet 
Fescht have a distelfink. It is unique and it is our own. You will see 
it used as our logo in every issue of the newsletter, and in the 
Center's brochures and other printed materials . 

We thank Gerald Yoder, William Oldt Logan, Ruth Emmert, 
Donald Levengood, and Ernest Frederick who contributed ideas 
for its creation. In particular we thank 
Mr . Yoder, who drew the diste/fink. 

There is wonderful symbolism in this
 
distelfink. According to Mr. Yoder and
 
Mr. Logan, it isa message of good luck .
 
The tulip represents humanity and the
 
triangle represents the Trinity. The
 
distelfink itself is meant to represent
 
Berks County. We hope you like our
 
new logo as much as we do .
 

Heemet Fescbt ­
A Festival weekel1c 

II..-"/:: 

__..;.:..__.:..._4 

The Pennsylvania 96th - Famed volunteer Civil War infantry unit wi 
encamp and drill at the Center as part of Heemet Fescht. 

I you recognize Heemet Fescht as an authentic Pennsyl­ ginnin 
vania German term, you will be pleased to learn that the thatw 
Cultural Heritage Center's first Pennsylvania German heemet And 
fescht ["home festival ")weekend will be filled with authentic Heerru 
arts, crafts, agricultural demonstrations, music , food and will be 
more that recreates a way of life. for yoi 

On Saturday and Sunday, August 28 and 29, some 35 Visit, 
artisans from the Heartland and the Lehigh and Berks the adl 
County Guilds of Craftsmen will demonstrate their skills in walk fr 
fraktur, woodworking, furniture making, pottery, metal, Or, ar 
blacksmithing, candle making, and the barn loom. They will togeth 
be dressed in authentic colonial costume and, in the custom parkin 
of the 18th century, will have apprentices working 
along side of them. There are also plans to have 
a quilt train, which will portray how women 
came together for an occasion that was as 
much social as practical. 

The land provided sustenance for Pennsyl­

vania German rural life and throughout Heemet
 
Fescht the Old Time Plowboys of America will
 
give dernorlStr"ations o { preparing
 
the fields for fall harvest, utiliz­

ing genuine period manual fI
 
and horse-driven apparatus. -\
 

Nor will school life be for- ' , 
gotten . The .Frey berg er I
 

Schoolhouse will be the set- \
 
ting for the reenactment of
 
learning in a one-room school, \
 
with an interpreter explaining
 
the interaction of pupils and
 
teacher, and with the exercises be-


Traditional garb - Step back into the
 
pages of time with William T. Oldt
 
Logan who will wear traditional
 
Pennsylvania German dress as he .)
 
demonstrates spinning and weaving r
 
at Heemet Fescht.
 



I 

Redware pottery - Gerald Yoder of the Oley 
Valley will demonstrate the creation of early 19th 
century Pennsylvaniaredware at Heemet Fescht 
in August. He is among some 35 craftspersons 
from three guildswho will demonstratetheir skills. 

with a bible reading and patriotic recitations 
re part of each school day . 
as Center Director Dr . David Valuska reminds, 
:Fescht will be both fun and educational. There 
.'enty of music and good food, and enjoyment 
19 and old alike. 
rs to Heemet Fescht will be pleased, too, with 
lission fee. There is none. Instead, visitors may 
m designated car parking areas to the Center. 

family or small group of people arriving 
r may take a horse and buggy ride from the 
area to the Center for the low price of just 

$5, which covers everyone. 
Please be sure to tell your 

friends about Heemet Fescht. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Furniture making ­ Skilled artisans 
will display their authentic reproduc­
tions of fine furniture. All of the 
crafts exhibitorsat Heemet Fescht 

will be juried - meaningthat they 
were carefully chosen to 
participate in the festival. 

Four pbases
 
1n tbe Center)s
 
Development
 

be development of the Pennsylvania 
German Cultural Heritage Center depends 
on the generous giving offriends who are 
committed to the preservation of the his­
tory, culture and mores of the Pennsylva­
nia Germans who settled in southeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

What is the value ofwhat we are doing 
at the Center? Richard Machtmer, an art 
historian and consultant to Sotheby Park 
Bennet and to Yale University, who knows 
ofour project, says this : 'The Pennsylvania 
Dutch are the largest single immigrant 
group coming into this area ...it is impera­
tive to preserve the artifacts of that com­
munity. " 

It is exciting to know that through the 
development of the Center we have the 
opportunity to contribute to the preserva­
tion of this wonderful heritage. 

Phaseone of the development, moving 
and preparing a newsite, restoration, and 
refurbishing of the Freyberger School at 
the center, has been completed, and the 
school is now in use as a museum and as 
an educational center. 

Next to be accomplished are phases 
(Please see Development, page 4) 

Eichler's G*

w1ll Restore
 
Farmbouse
 

Mr. and Mrs. John Eichler, formerly of 
the Lehigh Valley and now residents of 
Florida, have given $200,000 for the de­
velopment of the Pennsylvania German 
Cultural Heritage Center and for scholar­
ships at Kutztown University. 

Under the Eichler/Frankenfield Chal­
lenge, the Eichlers will match all gifts com­
mitted to the renovation of the stone farm 
house at the center, up to $ 125,000. The 
challenge gift honors Mr . Eichler's sister 
and brother in-law , Frances and Hen ry 
Frankenfield. Both are Kutztown Univer­
Sity graduates. The Eichlers have also des­
ignated $75,000 to be used for scholar­
ships for Kutztown University students. 

Mr . and Mrs. Eichler have a long-stand­
ing interest in Pennsylvania German cul­
ture and view their gift as an opportunity 
to enhance their own interest, as well as 
new donor interest in the project. 

Matching gifts mean that the amount of 
a gift is really doubled since the Eichlers 
will match, dollar for dollar, the amount of 
all additional gifts, up to the amount of 
their gift. For more information about this, 
please contact Mr. William Sutton at 
Kutztown University, 215-683-4 J J2. 

Barrl;yJe Berlcbte
 
Mei Liewe Freind, 

Wilkum zu Kutze-Schteddel University! Die elsht Gebeiervum University hocke heecher 
wie es Schteddel. So hav ich gedenkt mer daede yusht so gut des glee Schtick Barriye 
Berichte heese. Fer des Schreiwes aafange, will ich hoffe os ihr wennich blessier un 
verschtanne doh raus griege kann. Mer wisse al wie des geht mit unser deitsche 
Mutterschproch... sis bissel annerscht vun ee gegend nochem anners, vun Barricks 
Kounty zu Lechaw Kounty kennt mer immer so glee unnerschitliche dinger finne in der 
Weg os mer schwetzes, singes un schreiwes! Wichdich dings is, mer wolles uff halde un 
om geh halde so lang os mer kann. 

Mit der Blaan fer der Pennsylvaanisch Deitsch Center uffdie schee alt Wolf Bauerrei du . 
gev ich eich des alt Gedicht. Es waar als breed un weit gewwe un gsunge an die 
Versammlinge.
 

Ich wott ich waer en Bauer,
 
Un hett en Bauerrei-

Hett griene Geil un geele Kieh
 
Un grosse schwatze Sei!
 

Ich wott ich hett en Bauerrei
 
An Manatawny Grick-

Noh daet ich Keffer schiesse geh
 
im Siesgrumbiere Schtick!
 

Geb acht un machs gut!
 
der Peeder
 

Translation:
 

I wish I w as a farmer,
 
And had me a farm,
 
I would have green horses and yellow cows
 
And big, black pigs!
 

I wish I had a farm
 
Along the Manatawny Creek,
 
Then I would go shooting bugs
 
In my sweet potato patch!
 



Lenhartsville asked Kutztown University to assume control over 
their museum. Dr . David McFarland, President of Kutztown 
University, at once recognized the importance of preserving theFrom t e Director 

Germans first imm igrated to the 
American colonies in the early 18th 
century, and for the next 150 years 
there wa s a constant flow of new 
emigres to the new country. Penn­
sylvania w as singled out in particu­
lar by the Germans as a place for 
sett ling, and asa result they made a 
profound impact on the waysof life 
of the communities which they in­
habited. 

Several w aves of immigrants ar­
rived. There were th e unique Men­
nonites and Amish that separated 
from the rest of the community and 
adhered closely to the teachings of Dr. David L. Valuska 

th eir respective leaders ;rhe Moravians were originallya commu­
nal group, but in time became part of the larger Protestant 
society. The largest group ofGerman immigrants were called the 
"church people" and they were predominantly Lutheran and 
Calvinist. It was this group that eventually became known as the 
Pennsylvania Dutch. 

The purpose of the newly-established Pennsylvania German 
Cultural Heritage Center is to preserve the history, customs, 
ancestry, dialect, and traditions of those industrious pioneers. 
The Center, located in a farm setting on the campus of Kutztown 
University, will portray rural life in the period from 1848 to J948 
through educational programs, annualeventssuch asthe Heemet 
Fescht, its museum collections, and historic buildings. 

How did the idea for such a Center come about? In 199 J 

members of the Pennsylvani a Dutch Folk Culture Society in 

[)eve[Op»1el1t (Continued from page 3) 

two and thre e, relocating an early 19th century log cabin to the 
Center, and renovating the existing stone farmhouse and its 
washhouse outbuilding.Phase four, renovating the mid-19th 
century bank barn, will follow. 

museum's programs and distinctive collections of more than 
10,000 artifacts . 

With thi scommitment from Kutztown University, planning and 
development of the Center began.Articles in this first issue of th e 
Heritage Center News describe th ese activities, and I will briefly 
mention some of them. 

Dr. Ruth Freyberger, through a most generous gift, provided 
funds to move and restore the one-room school that isnowat the 
Center. The Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society, through 
the efforts ofMrs. Florence Baver and the Society board , provided 
all of the furnishings for the school house. Now the Freyberger 
School isopen to the public and is used for a variety of programs. 

There are two other buildings at the Center - a farm house and 
food preparation building that dates to about 18 J0, and a classic 
Pennsylvania German bank barn and pig barn, circa 1860 . In 
addition, a mid-19th century two room log cabin has been 
offered to the Center, and in due tim e will be moved to the site. 
Each of th ese buildings must be repaired and restored, and 
Kutztown UniYersity.hasJssued a challeog~toothe..Rennsylvan ia......._-=­
German community to help renew these architectural treasures. 

In response, John and Eva Eichler have offered a substantial 
challenge matching gift to the University. Meanwhile, other 
members of the Pennsylvani a German community have already 
responded to the Center's needs . In addition to monetary gifts, 
persons have given unstintingly of their time and expertis e. We 
are working diligently to open ties with the granges and Penn­
sylvania Dutch organizations in the area . Now, we need your 
help, support, and suggestions for the Center. Please do not 
hesitate to write or call me at the Department of History, 
Kutztown University, Kutztown, PA 19530. Telephone: 21 5-683­
4390. 

Until our next issue - Macht gut! 
- David L. Valuska 

A brochure describing the gift opportunities within each of 
these phases is now available free of charge. For your copy, 
please contact William Sutton, Vice President for Advancement at 
Kutztown University. His telephone number is (2 J5) 683-4112 . 
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