


The 94tb Infantry has its Origins
in Pennsylvania German Country

Visitors to Heemet Fescht last year may have wondered why
there was a Civil War camp set up at the festival.

The reason is that many Pennsylvania Germans from our
region fought in the war. Pennsylvania supplied more men to
the Union war effort than any other state, and those who were
“Dutch” took their dialect, ways of
cooking, favorite foods, and cus-
toms with them.

Pennsylvania Germans went off
to war for a number of reasons:
adventure, to preserve the Union,
and because they abhorred sla-
very. Of allthe Pennsylvanians who
went to war, only six percent were

Membevshw Association

drafted:

The Dutchman in the army still
spoke in the dialect to his com-
rades, who usually came from the
same town, and wrote home to his
family in their familiar language.
Private Lewis Metzgar of Lynn
Township wrote to his father that
all of the commands used for bayo-
net drill and the manual of com-
mands were in the dialect. We are
not sure, but it is possible that
some Pennsylvania German companies and regiments may
have performed drill in the dialect since it was the common
language and some men may have spoken only German.

Commands under General Franz Sigel and General Alexander
Schimmelfenning had so many Germans in the ranks that other
troops wondered to which country they owed their allegiance.
Some of the Pennsylvania German troops mistakenly were
thought of as poor fighters. In fact, many proved their bravery.
Maj. Gen. Samuel Zook, of Mennonite origin, was killed while
gallantly leading his men at Gettysburg. Lt. Adam Slemmer of
Pennsylvania Dutch Country commanded the troops at Ft.
Pickens in Florida, refusing to surrender to the Confederates.
Gen. John Hartranft, a Schwenkfelder, heroically commanded

troops at the Battle of Antietam-The Pennsylvania Duteh-were———

well represented in the higher ranks as well as the rank and file
of the Union Army.

Helps Centers Programs

The current membership campaign for the Heritage
Center Association continues into the summer, and the
results to date have been very promising. Membership is
an ideal way to be closely involved in the on-going work
of the Center.

There are eight membership categorles Leweszeit Glieder
(lifetime membership), Hoch Gewwe Glieder, Bresident
Glieder, Gross Helfer, Hunnert Daaler Helfer, Gut Helfer,
Raus Helfer, and Yunger Helfer. All donors of $25 or more
receive subscriptions to the Heritage Center News, and
there are other benefits depending on the giving cat-
egory. Members who donate at least $1,000 receive
signed and numbered copies of a limited edition print of
the Freyberger School.

Tax-deductible membership contributions support the
Center's educational programs, special programs for school
children, Heemet Fescht, and the development of the
Center for our extensive collection of Pennsylvania Ger-
man artifacts, and for research into Pennsylvania German
life and history.

Please call the Center at (610) 683-1330 for a member-
ship application and more information.

Company G of the 96th Pennsyl- -
vania Volunteer Infantry was re-
cruited primarily in Hamburg, Berks
County, with names such as Keiser,
Billig, Kuntzelman, Buehler, Haus,
Dreibelbis, and Kistling on the ros-
ter. The modern Company G, made
up of men from Berks, Lehigh, and
Schuylkill Counties, will perform the
drill in Pennsylvania German at
Heemet Fescht just asitis speculated
it was done 130 years ago in the
original company. They will also dem-
onstrate methods of cooking in the
field, foraging a hog from a Confed-
erate farmer, singing and dancing
to Pennsylvania Dutch music.

—Thomas Fenstermacher




Center To Be
Featured On Tbvee
TV Programs

Please watch Berks Community Televi-
sion this summer for special shows that
highlight the work of the Pennsylvania
German Cultural Heritage Center.

The first program was held on Tuesday,
June 21, at 5 p.m., and focused on the
Berks Genealogical Society and the Penn-
sylvania Folk Culture Society, Lenhartsville.

On Tuesday, July 19 at 5 p.m., some of
the craftpersons participating in this year's
Heemet Fescht will be featured.

The third show, Tuesday, August 2, at 5
p.m., will inciude some footage from the
1993 Heemet Fescht, and will feature
more persons who will participate in this
year's Heemet Fescht.

The July show will be thirty minutes; the
August television program will be an hour
in length.

Steady Progress
On Parm(oomse
Renovation

Renovation and restoration of major
buildings at the Center continue at a steady
pace.

The new roof and chimneys are up at the
Eichler-Frankenfield stone farmhouse and
the stone exterior has been repointed.
Work in progress over the summer includes
the replacement of the windows, addi-
tional repointing, and putting a new roof
over the summer kitchen. The front porch
will also be renovated over the summer. In
addition, work will be completed on the
exterior walls of the food preparation house.

When the exterior shell of the 194-year
old farmhouse is completed, renovation of
the interior will begin, including replace-
ment of all utilities.

The important work of restoring the ma-
jor buildings at the Center is vital to our
purpose, which is to "gather, preserve and
disseminate knowledge of Pennsylvania
German rurallife...” Much has already been
accomplished, but more needs to be done.
If you would like more information on
giving opportunities, please call William J.
Sutton, Vice President for Advancement at
Kutztown University, (610) 683-4112.

Sing, Schpiel, Unn Danz

This year at Heemet Fescht we'll have a Pennsylvania
German church service, so the song you find below will
be appropriate. The title may mislead a little, because it's
not strictly a religious song. As you can see, it tells what
a typical family would do each day of the week. That's

how it was in the good old days.

If you think about it, the song is sung by a woman,
and most of the work mentioned is housework which,
in those days, was customarily the responsibility of
women. It's not all serious, though, as you see when we
get to Saturday. But since the most important day of the
week was Sunday, that had to be part of the title. What
could be more important than singing and praying in

church on Sunday!

Der Gutzeit Mann
Keith Brintzenhoff

Sundaags, wann ich in die Karrich geh
Sundaags, wann ich in die Karrich geh
No du ich mei schwazzer Frack aa
Noh duhne mir esinge unn beede

O, Liewer was willscht du noc meh?

Mundaag, hot die Memm also gewesche
Dienschdaag gebiggelt unn geneeht
Mittwoch hot si also bebacke

O, Liewer was willscht du noch meh?

Dunnersdaag warr ‘em Papp noch ‘em
Marrick

Freidaag gemischt unn aa geschtreet

Samsdaag hot die Memm uns gewesche

O, Liewer was henn mir uns met gefreet?

Awwer Sunndaggs wann ich in die
Karrich geh

Nohn duh ich mei schwazzer Frack aa

Noh hock ich bei meinre Familye

O, Liewer was willscht du noch meh?

A

Keith Brintzenhoff

Sundays, When | Go to Church

Sundays, when | go to church
then | put on my black dress,
then we sing and pray

O, friends, what more could you want?

Monday, Mother did the laundry,
Tuesday, ironed and sewed,
Wednesday, she baked

O, friends, what more could you want?
Thursday, Father went to market,

Friday, cleaned the barn,
Saturday, Mother gave us baths,

O, friends, that didn't make us very happy!
But Sundays, when | go to Church,

then | put on my black dress,
then I'll sit with my family

O, friends, what more could you want?

Deitsch Eck

Friends of the Center may be interested in
the Deitsch Eck Restaurant, adjacent to the
Lenhartsville Folklife Museum. Deitsch Eck
("German Corner”) specializes in Pennsylva-
nia German cooking, and is open for lunch
and dinner every day except Monday. Origi-
nal Johnnie Ott hex signs are displayed in
Deitsch Eck's dining rooms. Steve Stetzler is
the proprietor of the restaurant. Shown is,
Christine Miller as she serves a platter of
freshly-prepared Pennsylvania German food.




From the Director

As you will read elsewhere in
this issue of the newsletter, plan-
ning is well under way for this
summer's Heemet Fescht. It will
be better than ever. As many of
you know, our goal is not to
create a large program. What
we want is a relatively small but
very high quality celebration of
Pennsilfaanisch Deitsch culture,
and | think this year's program
fits the description.

The Plowboys will do their
usual stellar activities. Chester
Mackiewicz tells me that there
will be more tractors, horses and
demonstrations than last year
In addition, we are looking forward to the many engines and
tractors displayed by the Antique Toy and Tractor Club. This
year, the club will be there in full force.

Our many thanks to all who make this festival so distinctive:
the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society, the Heartland

Dr. David L. Valuska

Visitors Enjoy
"Down Mewmory Lane’

Guild (which is planning special attractions including the devel-
opment of textile fabric from cutting flax to final weaving), the
96th Pennsylvania VVolunteer Infantry, and the many musicians,
lecturers, and storytellers. This year we will also have Huguenot
Lodge No. 377, the Kutztown Area Chamber of Commerce, and
the Kutztown Woman's Club helping with activities.

Finally, a special thank you to Florence Baver for her excellent
work in organizing the Pennsilfaanisch Deitsch church service.

I am pleased to report that our newly-formed Center Associa-
tion is growing. Even at this early stage, many persons have
enrolled as members. It is this grass roots effort that makes our
Center so dynamic, and gives everyone an opportunity to be a
part of the action. Soon we'll have more information of interest
to members, including a membership picnic to be held later this
year. If you have not yet joined the Center Association, | hope
you will consider enrolling. Also, our partnership with the Berks
Genealogical Society and the Pennsylvania German Society
extends the scope of activity of the Heritage Center. The
genealogical society is now located at Kutztown University, and
we hope to be able to have the Pennsylvania German Society

tHereas wett:
Bis spater!

David L. Valuska, Director
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center

#8  4-Square Garoen News

What a busy spring this has become! We're not sure how
the Pennsylvania German hausfrau had time for anything

The summer season at the Lenhartsville Folk Life Museum is off é % but gardening this time of year. Our traditional 4-square

to a good start. Many visitors attended the Memorial Weekend
program, titled "Down Memory Lane,” and enjoyed tours of the
museum buildings, talks on various aspects of Pennsylvania
German life and lore, demonstrations, and samples of delicacies
such as home-made ice cream. Summer hours at the museum
are Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Special times for group tours can be arranged.
The telephone number at the museum is (610) 562-4803.
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garden is coming along, slowly but surely. Thanks to the
generous donations of several people, we should have a

@ beautiful garden by Heemet Fescht. You have probably

heard of a barn raising; we are going to have a good, old-
fashioned fence raising. We need some volunteers to
donate some time and effort to help construct the garden
fence. The oak posts, chestnut rails and pickets are neatly

;\ piled by the garden. If you would like to help, please call

Keith or Karlene Brintzenhoff, (610) 683-8720.
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