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Heemet Fescbt '94 Takes Us Back to Yesteroa~
 
Return to Heem et Fescht on August 13 and 14 for some new 

treats as well as for th e familiar activities that made our first 
festiv al so interesting and successful. 

Even th e famil iar parts of Heem et Fescht ("home fest ival") 
will have a new glow . Some of our artisans have created a 
"textile tent" in which you will be invited to follow th e process 
of raw material being transformed in to fin ished goods, just as 
thi s w as done a century ago. Some craftpersons will have 
apprentices working along with th em. 

The very enj oya ble tractor-drawn w agon rid es provided by 
th e Plowboys will be th e main "shuttle" from th e parking areas 
to th e Center . Of cours e, we w ill have our van bussesava ilable, 
too. Many people prefer th e w alk down Luckenbill Road or 
across th e fields to th e Center. More than on e person has said 
th at this is like "a walk through history" to th e countryside in th e 
bygone era recr eated at Heemet Fescht. 

A new touch this year will be opening th e program each 
morning with th e Pennsylvani a Volunteer 96 th Infantry, and 
fife and drum accompaniment, march ing on to th e grounds. 

Demonstrations of horse-drawn and mech ani zed field till ­
ing, qunnnq. schnitzel bunk, crafts, storytelling in the dialect, 
concerts, st ro ll ing musicians, in fo rmal talks, visits to th e 
Freyb erg er one-room school and the restored stone farm­
house, th e wonderful Pennsylv ani a German fo od and more ­
all of thi s returns as part of Heemet Fescht '94 . 

And w e have som e new program s. On Sund ay afte rn oon 
th ere will be a church servi ce in th e Pennsylvan ia Germ an 
dialect, authentically presented as it would have been in th e 
early part of th iscentury. Both daysth ere will be an agricu ltural 
hi story lecture and exhibit of an tique farm equipme nt as part 
of Heem et Fescht, but held at th e nearby Kutztown Fair­
grounds. 

New, too, w ill be informational displays for th e Berks County 
Genealogical Society and th e Pennsylvania German Society, 

both of which are now associated w ith our Cultural Heritag e 
Center. We'll also w elcome th e Kutztown Ar ea Chamber of 
Commerce, th e Kutztown Historical Society, and Huguenot 
Lodge No. 377, whose members are assistin g as volunteers th is 
year. 

We even have bright new signa ge to w elcome you and di rect 
you to th e Heritage Center asyou approach Kutztown and th e 
Center grounds. 

Attenoers at last 
Jlear's festiva! 
remember t6e 
varietJl ofgOOD 
t6ings- crafts; 
Demonstrations; 
music fooO; 
entertainment; ana 
storJlte!!ing­
t6at maoe t6e 
weekenD so 
successjul. Even 
more is promiseo in 
Heemet Fesc6t '94. 

Il1sjoe: Remembering the 94th Infantry. 



Visitors to Heemet Fescht last year may have wondered why 
there was a Civil War camp set up at the festival. 

The reason is that many Pennsylvania Germans from our 
region fought in the war. Pennsylvania supplied more men to 
the Union war effort than any other state, and those who were 

"Dutch " took their dialect. ways of 
cooking. favorite foods. and cus­
toms with them. 

Pennsylvania Germans went off 
to war for a number of reasons: 
adventure, to preserve the Union, 
and because they abhorred sla­
very. Ofall the Pennsylvanians who 

went t~o:.-w .....:o:..:.n.:::'y si....: p:...: r.::.. ..:.t:.....:...:.re _:..:..:::a:..:.r :.-=. x...': e:.:..ce::.:n w e:...:.­
rafte . 

The Dutchman in the army still 
spoke in the dialect to his com­
rades, who usually came from the 
same town. and wrote home to his 
family in their familiar language. 
Private Lewis Metzgar of Lynn 
Township wrote to his father that 
all of the commands used for bayo­
net drill and the manual of com­
mands were in the dialect. We are 
not sure, but it is possible that 

some Pennsylvania German companies and regiments may 
have performed drill in the dialect since it was the common 
language and some men may have spoken only German. 

Commands under General Franz Sigel and General Alexander 
Schimmelfenning had so many Germans in the ranks that other 
troops wondered to which country they owed their allegiance. 
Some of the Pennsylvania German troops mistakenly were 
thought of as poor fighters. In fact , many proved their bravery. 
Maj. Gen . Samuel look, of Mennonite origin. was killed while 
gallantly leading his men at Gettysburg. Lt. Adam Slemmer of 
Pennsylvania Dutch Country commanded the troops at Ft. 
Pickens in Florida, refusing to surrender to the Confederates. 
Gen . John Hartranft. a Schwenkfelder. heroically commanded 

Tbe 94tbIl1fal1tr;g bas its Origil1s 
il1 pel1l1s;g[val1ia Germal1 Coul1tr;g 
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well represented in the higher ranks as well as the rank and file 
of the Union Army. 

Company G of the 96th Pennsyl­
vania Volunteer Infantry was re­
cruited primarily in Hamburg, Berks 
County, with names such as Keiser, 
Billig, Kuntzelman, Buehler, Haus. 
Dreibelbis. and Kistling on the ros­
ter . The modern Company G. made 
up of men from Berks, Lehigh, and 
Schuylkill Counties. will perform the 
drill in Pennsylvania German at 
Heemet Feschtjust as it isspeculated 
it was done 130 years ago in the 
original company. They will also dem­
onstrate methods of cooking in the 
field , foraging a hog from a Confed­
erate farmer. singing and dancing 
to Pennsylvania Dutch music. 

-Thomas Fenstermacher 

The current membership campaign for th e Heritage 
Center Association continues into the summer, and the 
results to date have been very promising. Membership is 
an ideal way to be closely involved in the on-going work 
of the Center. 

There are eight membership categories: Leweszeit Glieder 
(lifetime membership) . Hoch Gewwe Glieder. Bresident 
Glieder, Gross Helfer. Hunnert Daaler Helfer. Gut Helfer. 
Raus Helfer, and Yunger Helfer. All donors of $25 or more 
receive subscriptions to the Heritage Center News. and 
there are other benefits depending on the giving cat­
egory. Members who donate at least $1,000 receive 
signed and numbered copies of a limited edition print of 
the Freyberger School. 

Tax-deductible membership contributions support the 
Center's educational programs, special programs for school 
children, Heemet Fescht, and the development of the 
Center for our extensive collection of Pennsylvania Ger­
man artifacts, and for research into Pennsylvania German 
life and history. 

Please call the Center at (610) 683-1330 for a member­
Ship application and more information. 



Center To Be 
Featureo 011 Three 

TV Programs
 
Please watch Berks Community Televi­

sion this summer for special shows that 
highlight the work of the Pennsylvania 
German Cultural Heritage Center. 

The first program was held on Tuesday. 
June 2 J. at 5 p.m .. and focused on the 
Berks Genealogical Society and the Penn­
sylvania Folk Culture Society. Lenhartsville. 

On Tuesday, July J9 at 5 p.rn.. some of 
the craftpersons participating in this year's 
Heemet Fescht will be featured. 

The third show, Tuesday, August 2, at 5 
p .m., will include some footage from the 
1993 Heemet Fescht, and will feature 
more persons who will participate in this 
year's Heemet Fescht. 

The July show will be thirty minutes; the 
August television program will be an hour 
in length. 

Steao~ Progress 
011 Farmhouse 

Renovation 
Renovation and restoration of major 

buildings at the Center continue at a steady 
pace. 

The new roof and chimneys are up at the 
Eich ler-Frankenfield stone farmhouse and 
the stone exterior has been repointed. 
Work in progress over the summer includes 
the replacement of the windows, addi­
tional repointing, and putting a new roof 
over the summer kitchen. The front porch 
will also be renovated over the summer. In 
addition, work will be completed on the 
exteriorwalls of the food preparation house. 

When the exterior shell of the J94-year 
old farmhouse is completed. renovation of 
the interior will begin, including replace­
ment of all utilities. 

The important work of restoring the ma­
jor buildings at the Center is vital to our 
purpose, which is to "gather. preserve and 
disseminate knowledge of Pennsylvania 
German rural life ..."Much has already been 
accomplished, but more needs to be done. 
If you would like more information on 
giving opportunities, p lease call William J. 
Sutton. Vice President for Advancement at 
Kutztown University, (610) 683-41 J2. 

This year at Heemet Fescht we'll have a Pennsylvania
 
German church service, so the song you find below will
 
be appropriate. The title may mislead a little, because it's
 
not strictly a religious song. As you can see, it tells what
 
a typical family would do each day of the week. That's
 
how it was in the good old days .
 

If you think about it, the song is sung by a woman,
 
and most of the work mentioned is housework which,
 
in those days, was customarily the responsibility of
 
women. It's not all serious, though, asyou see when we
 
get to Saturday. But since the most important day of the
 
week was Sunday, that had to be part of the title. What
 
could be more important than singing and praying in
 
church on Sunday! Keith Brintzenhoff
 

Der Gutzeit Mann
 
Keith Brintzenhoff
 

Sundaags. wann ich in die Karrich geh Sundays When I Go to Church 

Sundaags, wann ich in die Karrich geh Sundays, when' go to church 
No du ich mei schwazzer Frack aa then I put on my black dress, 
Noh duhne mir esinge unn beede then we sing and pray 

O,Liewer was willscht du noc meh? 0, friends, what more could you want? 

Mundaag, hot die Memm also gewesche Monday. Mother did the laundry, 
Dienschdaag gebiggelt unn geneeht Tuesday, ironed and sewed. 
Mittwoch hot si also bebacke Wednesday. she baked 

O. Liewer was willscht du noch meh? 0, friends, what more could you want? 

Dunnersdaag warr 'em Papp noch 'em Thursday, Father went to market, 
Marrick 

Freidaag gemischt unn aa geschtreet Friday, cleaned the barn, 
Samsdaag hot die Memm uns gewesche Saturday. Mother gave us baths, 

0, Liewer was henn mir uns met gefreet? O. friends, that didn't make us very happy! 

Awwer Sunndaggs wann ich in die But Sundays, when I go to Church, 
Karrich geh 

Nohn duh ich mei schwazzer Frack aa then I put on my black dress. 
Noh hock ich bei meinre Familye then ,.11 sit with my family 

O. Liewer was willscht du noch meh? 0, friends, what more could you want? 

Deitsch Eck 
Friends of the Center may be interested in 

the Deitsch Eck Restaurant, adjacent to the 
Lenhartsville Folklife Museum. Deitsch Eck 
("German Corner") specializes in Pennsylva­
nia German cooking, and is open for lunch 
and dinner every day except Monday. Origi­
nal Johnnie Ott hex signs are displayed in 
Deitsch Eck's dining rooms . Steve Stetzler is 
the proprietor of the restaurant. Shown is. 
Christine Miller as she serves a platter of 
freshly-prepared Pennsylvania German food . 

...
 



Guild (which is planning spe cial attractions inclUd ing th e d evel­
opment of textile fabric from cutting flax to fina l w eaving) , th e From t e Director 

As you will read elsew here in
 
this issue of the newsletter, plan­

ning is w ell under w ay for this
 
summer's Heem et Fescht. It will
 
be better th an ever. As many of
 
you know, our goal is not to
 
create a large program . Wh at
 
w e w ant is a relatively sma ll but
 
very h igh qu ality celeb ration of
 
Pennsilfaan isch Deitsch culture,
 
and I th in k th is year' s program
 
fit s th e description.
 

The Plowboys will do th eir
 
usual stellar activi ties. Chester
 
Mackiewicz tells me th at th ere
 
will be more tractors, horsesand
 

=====demonstrations tha n la sLy..eaL~----==--__-=---- '---'=--- - - ­
In addi t ion, w e are looking forward to th e many eng ines and 
tractors d isplayed by th e Antique Toy and Tractor Club. This 
year, th e club will be there in full force. 

Our many th an ks to all who make th is festival so distinctive: 
th e Pennsylvania Dutch Fol k Culture Society, th e Heartland 

Visitors Enjo~
 

"Down Memor~ Lane"
 
The summe r season at th e Lenhartsville Fol k Life Mu seum is off 

to a good sta rt. Many visitors attende d th e Memorial Weekend 
program , titled "Down Memory Lan e," and enjoyed tours of th e 
museum bu ildings, talks on various aspe cts of Pennsylvan ia 
Germ an life and lore, demonstrat ions, and samples of delicacies 
such as home-mad e ice cream . Summer hours at th e mus eum 
are Monday through Saturday, J 0 a.m . to 5 p .rn .. Sunday, 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Special times for group tours can be arrange d . 
The tel ephone number at th e mu seum is (610) 562-480 3. 

Dr. David L. Va/uska 

96th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and th e many mus ician s, 
lecturers, and sto ry te lle rs. Thisyear w e will also have Huguenot 
Lodge No. 3 77 , th e Kutztown Ar ea Chamber of Commerce, and 
th e Kutztow n Woman 's Club helping with activi ties . 

Fina lly, a special th an kyou to Florenc e Baver for her excellen t 
work in organizing th e Pennsilfaan isch Deitsch church service. 

I am pl eased to report th at our newly-formed Center Associ a­
tion is growing . Even at this early stag e, many person s have 
enro lled as members. It is th is g rass roots eff ort th at makes our 
Center so dynamic, and g ives everyone an opportunity to be a 
part of th e acti on. Soon w e'll have more in forma tion of inte rest 
to members, including a membership picn ic to be held later this 
year. If you have not yet j oined th e Center Association, I hope 
you will consid er enroll ing . Also, our partnership w ith th e Berks 
Gen ealogical Society and th e Pennsylvan ia Germ an Society 
extends th e scope of activi ty of th e Heritag e Center . The 
gen ealog ical society is now located at Kutztown Un iversity, and 
we hope to be able to have the Pennsy lvan ia German Society- - "hF'TP"""""'F'It- - - __~ - _ 

Bis spa ter! 

David L. Valuska, Director
 
Pennsylvania German Cult u ra l Heritage Center
 

4-Square Garoen News 
What a busy spring th is has become! We'r e not sure how 

th e Pennsylvania German hau sfrau had time for anyth ing 
but gardening this time of year . Our tr aditional 4-squ are 
garden is coming along, slowly but surely . Than ks to th e 
g en erous donations of several people, w e should have a 
beautiful garden by Heem et Fescht. You hav e probably 
heard of a barn raising: w e are going to have a good, o ld ­
fashioned fen ce ra ising . We need som e volunteers to 
donate some tim e and effort to help construct th e garden 
fence. The oak posts, ch estnut rails and p ickets are neatly 
pil ed by th e garden . If you would like to help, please call 
Keith or Karl ene Brin tzen hoff, (6 10) 683 -8720. 
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