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The main participating organizations were the Pennsylvania
Dutch Folk Culture Society (Lenhartsville Museum), the Old Time
Plow Boys Club, the 96th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, the
Antique Toy Tractor and Engine Club, the Heartland Guild of
Craftsmen, and the Kutztown Folk Music Society.

The Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center and the
participating organizations take this opportunity to thank every-
one who helped to make Heemet Fescht so successful.

As you might expect, planning has already begun for next
year's festival. Look for announcements in forthcoming issues of
the newsletter.

— Unroersity ano Eair—
Association Agree to
Produce Eestival

The Kutztown University Foundation and the Kutztown Fair
Association have agreed to work toward presenting a folk festival
at the fairgrounds site and on the University campus starting in
1996. The festival will take place in the time period around the
July 4 holiday weekend.

Dr. David Valuska, director of KU's Pennsylvania German
Cultural Heritage Center, and Bill Sutton, vice president for
Advancement and executive director of the KU Foundation, have
been involved in discussions with the Kutztown Fair Association
board.

Details are to be negotiated by the parties, and both have
agreed that they intend to present a festival with a renewed
emphasis on traditional Pennsylvania German folk crafts, lore,
and music, and with more involvement by community organiza-
tions.

Mr. Sutton said that these mutual interests and common goals
were primary reasons for the agreement. “In addition, the
University and the fairgrounds are neighbors. For several years
we have enjoyed cooperative parking arrangements. Like the
fairgrounds board, we are committed to our community’s present
and future prosperity,” he said.

Meanwhile, Dr. Valuska announced that planning has begun
for next year's Heemet Fescht, to be held on September 23-24.
“We intend to continue the idea of Heemet Fescht beyond next
year, both in the folk festival and, very likely, also as a separate
entity such as a fall harvest home festival. The two events will be
developed to complement each other,” he added.

| Room School, and will include an adjacent parking area.

Visitors-Office Butilding
‘Going Up at the Center

Kutztown University is making funds available for a small |
visitors-office complex at the Center. The complex is ex- |
pected to be built in the winter-spring of 1995.

“ There are two reasons for the construction project: the
’ Center and its programs are a commitment in the University’'s |
|

strategic plan; the space for offices, rest rooms, and small
reception and conference areas is increasingly important as

‘ more and more visitors come to the Center. |
~ The complex will be just behind the Freyberger One- |
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Beautiful, Historic Aveas
Included In Center’s German
Heritage Tour

Bachrach ou the Rbine

Cultural Heritage is what our Pennsylva-
nia German Center is about. At its core are
the language, customs, and traditions our
forebears brought to Pennsylvania in the
18th and 19th centuries. Now the Center is
offering a unique opportunity to rediscover
these roots - through the German Heritage
Adventure tour planned for May 31 to June
10, 1995.

The ten-day tour visits the regions from
which German settlers came to Pennsylva-
nia. The Palatinate area (Pfalz region) around
Kaiserslautern and the Alsace-Lorraine re-
gion are rich in the history of German
emigrants to America, and we will visit both
of these areas.

Unlike package tours, our German Heri-
tage Adventure has been planned espe-
cially for us. The emphasis is on visiting
these important historic areas where we
will learn first-hand about our Pennsylvania
German background, but there is much
more. We will also visit Bodensee (Lake
Constance), enjoy a cruise on the Rhine
River, and spend an enjoyable time in Heid-
elberg, the “Student Prince” town, Innsbruck
in the Austrian Alps, and Munich, Germany.
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A cruise on the majestic
Rbine River, visits to
picturesque towns in the
Palatinate, to castles and
museums, to /}istoric
Heidelberg and Strasboury,

and mmch more awaits you

in the German Heritage

Adventure Tour.

Almost everything is included in the tour
price of $1795 per person: round-trip air via
Lufthansa Airlines from Newark Interna-
tional Airport; three and four star hotels
throughout, including buffet breakfast and
full-course dinner daily (our dinner in Munich
will be at the world-famous Hofbrauhoff);
cruise on the Rhine River; visits to museums;
all ground transfers in Europe via deluxe
motor coach.

There’s much more to tell, so please read
the descriptive brochure included with this
newsletter. (Extra copies of the brochure
are available on request by calling (610)
683-1330.) One caution: the German Heri-
tage Adventure tour is limited to 40 persons
and, at this writing, the tour is about one-
half filled. So, please make your reservation
as soon as possible.
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From the Director

Dear Friends:

| want to report on encourag-
ing progress that has been made
at the Center over the past few
months.

"Gross danki” to everyone
who pitched in to make Heemet
Fescht an unqualified success.
This was truly an event where
people made the difference.
As | walked through the craft
areas, or sampled foods and
drink, watched the tractors at
work, listened to the many dia-
lect skits and lectures on the
culture, tapped my toes to fine
music, sat in on a one-room
school session or attended the church service, | was over-
whelmed by the coming together of the community.

The Center’'s growth and Heemet Fescht's success have led to
additional challenges, including the opportunity to work with
the Kutztown Fair Association in presenting a new Kutztown
Pennsylvania German Festival starting in 1996. This gives us the
opportunity to bring back many of the traditional elements of
the first years of the folk festival in Kutztown. We are also able
to involve many more members of the community - indeed to

Dr. David L. Valuska
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make the festival a much greater community endeavor. Both
Kutztown University, through the KU Foundation, and the Fair
Association share these goals.

The new festival will be held in the same time period as it has
in the past - the week around the July 4 holiday. Work has
already begun in contacting artisans, musicians, storytellers,
churches and other organizations. | will serve as cultural pro-
gram director and Robert Kerper will be the general manager.
Any profits derived from the festival will be used to enhance the
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center, the fairgrounds,
and scholarships and educational programs at the University.

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will read about the German
Heritage Adventure Tour. | urge you to sign up for this exciting
trip soon, since the tour is limited to 40 persons and is already
half-filled. Last summer | had the opportunity to travel to
Germany and visit the same places we will go to on the tour. |
can assure you that this will truly be the adventure of a lifetime
for all of us who have an interest in the roots of Pennsylvania
German culture. If you have not done so, please request a copy
ofthe tour brochure. Call Mary Henry at (610) 683-1330 for your
free copy.

In closing, | want to thank all of you for your most
generous support of the Center. The increase in our association
membership has been most gratifying and certainly enhances
our ability to keep on with our mission. If you would like to
become a member, please call (610) 683-1330 and request a
membership packet.

Until next time!

David L. Valuska, Director
Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center
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