


Summer Kitchens Offered
Convenience, Reﬁef from Heat

by David Semmel, Archivist, Heritage Center

In the days before electric fans and air conditioners, farm families
tried various methods to cope with hot summer weather. One was the
summer kitchen.

Many farms used a large, enclosed rear porch, just off the main
kitchen; others had a wash house where the laundry and winter
butchering was done; but the ultimate summer kitchen was located in
the basement of the house.

It was then known as the “cellar kitchen.” The move from the main
kitchen was usually around the first of May and the return was around
the first of October.

Why was this move made twice yearly? The first priority was prob-
ably convenience, for if the water supply was closer to the summer
kitchen, pumping the water by hand and carrying it a shorter distance
became an easier chore.

Occasionally, the well and pump were located in the summer
kitchen, while in others, a flowing spring was located in the combina-
tion wash house/summer kitchen. The cool cellar (or ground cellar)
was often located closer to the summer kitchen than to the main
kitchen.

Another reason for changing from one kitchen to another was
heat. Cooking being done on a wood or coal-fired range produced a
lot of heat and the summer facility usually had more doors and win-
dows that provided better ventilation.

Another consideration was housekeeping. Large crews for thresh-
ing, haying, and the harvesting of fruits, vegetables, potatoes and
corn, all meant hungry people coming to the table to eat. It was easi-
er to prepare and to clean up for all those people in a room that was
not located in the main house.

Housekeeping of the main farmhouse was much easier when the
summer kitchen was in use, as the traffic with dirty shoes and dusty
clothing was, in essence, kept out of the farmhouse as much as possi-
ble. Also, with no cooking heat, the doors and windows could be kept
closed during the day, keeping the hot outside air from entering the
house. With shades drawn and shutters closed, a brick or stone house
could be kept relatively cool, and during prolonged heat waves, peo-
ple often slept on the first floor of a two-story house.

Summer kitchens used fireplaces, older wood stoves and, later on,
kerosene stoves. Most homes had kitchens in both facilities, but in some
cases, it was necessary to dismantle and carry the “range” from kitchen

~

to kitchen each time a move was made. €

Fourth German Heritage Tour
Oﬁers Many Specm[ Activities

Please respond soon if you want to be part of our fourth
annual German Heritage Tour, sponsored by the Cultural
Heritage Center in association with Alphorn Tours of Lahaska,
PA. The ten-day journey runs from May 25 to June 4.

The main focus of this exciting trip is those parts of
Germany which were home to immigrants who came to
Pennsylvania in the 18th and early part of the 19th centuries.
The trip is @ must for everyone who wants to know more
about their Pennsylvania German ancestry and the villages
and towns where their forebears lived.

Dr. and Mrs. David Valuska will personally lead the tour.
Roland Paul of the Immigration History Institute, Kaiserslau-
tern, Germany, will conduct the part of the tour that empha-
sizes the history and genealogy of immigrant families. He has
had an important role in the transfer of 18th and 19th centu-
ry immigration records to the Cultural Heritage Center.

Highlights of the tour are visits to Kaiserslautern, two spe-
cial evenings at gatherings hosted by local mayors and histor-
ical societies exclusively for our group, a gala day and evening
in Reutlingen where we will be guests of German dignitaries
who participated in Reading, Pennsylvanias 250th anniversary
celebration, a visit to beautiful Lake Constance, excursions to
Bavarian castles, visits to Innsbruck and Salzburg in Austria,
and more.

Cost of the trip is $2,095 which includes round trip air
and all ground transportation, nine nights in first-class hotels,
two meals daily, and many special activities. To make reserva-
tions or for more information, call Alphorn Tours at 215-794-
5653. &

Beautiful Salzburg, Austria, is one of the stops
during this year’s German Heritage Tour.

PA German; Pestwal Opens ]une 26 at Kutztown Fawg our "b_‘s; |

. Agam this year the biggest and most authenttc cefebratlon cf Pennsylvamaf '

Dutch folklife will be at
through July 4, at the Ku

Kutztown Pennsylvama German Festrvaf June 26
alrgrounds -

The mne«day show features folk art, quﬂts anthues and co&tectnbles folklife
programs, music, entertainment, a farmers market chudnens actxvnt:es and an in-
credible amount of food. ‘ :

Nearly 200 of Americas finest folk artists and craftsmen wr!I participate and
many of them will demonstrate their crafts. Redware, blacksmithing, candle mak-
ing, wood carving, glass blowing, and furniture makmg are among the dozens of
traditional artisan skills to be represented

The Cultural Heritage Center and several of u:s affiliate orgamzanons will
participate in the festival, and Center irector, Dr. David Valuska, serves as folklife

ﬁ at the Kutzwwn Penna. German Fest:val.

. cultural advusor to this years fest'




It is hard to believe, but after
nearly five years of planning, our
Heritage Center Museum is about to
open.

You are invited to join us in cel-
ebration at the dedication of the
museum on Saturday, May 1. During
the ceremony, we will unveil the
plaque recognizing the original gift of
John and Eva Eichler that enabled us
to begin the renovation of the stone
farmhouse - the first important step in
creating the museum.

We are grateful to the many
individual donors and, in particular, to
the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society. At-the program, we-will
have tours of the museum, a program in the Freyberger One-Room
School, and the history and genealogical research center will be
open. The museum is splendid, and we commend Darlene Moyer
and her staff for their outstanding work.

There is other exciting news to share. Prof. Don Yoder, one of the
foremost authorities in Pennsylvania Dutch studies, has donated his
library of 10,000 volumes to the Heritage Center. With the acquisition
of the Yoder Library, the collection of the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk
Culture Society, and the extensive genealogical archives from the
Rheinland-Pfalz, we are becoming one of the primary research cen-
ters on Pennsylvania German culture in the eastern part of the United

_States.

The paragraphs above describe how individuals and organiza-
tions who are dedicated to our mission are important to the Heritage
Center. Truly, people make a difference. Contributions of money,
material items, and volunteer time are some of the dynamics that
enable us to reach our goals. Among our present needs, we seek sup-
port to sponsor the moving and restoration of a log cabin so that we
can recreate Pennsylvania German frontier life. There are other needs
that | would be glad to discuss with interested persons.

Machs gut,
David L. Valuska
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