
c elebration continueDfrom rage I 

Dr. Valuska also gave a report on recent activ ity at the Cultura l 
Her itage Center. He spoke about the museum opening that will 
take place May J. recent additions to the Center library collection 
and plans to enlarge the library. a new original farming methods 
project. and the need for additional volunteer and financi al support 
to meet Heritage Center goals . He thanked many persons and 
groups for their assistance in the past year. 

Kutztown University President Dr. Dav id McFarland gave greet­
ings and spoke about the universitys interest and commitment to 
preserving Pennsylvania German culture and trad itions. 

Donald Breininger and Ullie George entertained the audience 
with a reenactment of the famous "Asseba and Sabina" radio skit in 
the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect. Carl Snyder and Marie Kistler served 
as interpreters. Music was provided by AI Zentner and Shorty 
Moore. .. 

Kutztown University President. Dr: David McFarland. and Center
 
Director. Dr. David Valuska. congratulate Paul Kunkel.
 

by David Semmel, Arch ivist. Heritage Center 

The use of electricity for everyday living - along with other dis­
coveries and inventions - has had a tremendous impact on people 
all over the world . By 1900. most cities in the United States were 
w ired for electric distribution and had local generating facilities. 

But rural electrification was some years aw ay. primarily due to 
the cost of d istribution lines in an area where customers were w ide­
ly scattered. 

On the farm. it required several lanterns, especially in the short 
winter days. to do the barn chores. Kerosene lights and candles 
were the norm in the house. Water was pumped by hand and car­
ried in pails. Wood, coal and kerosene stoves did the cooking and 
heated bathing and laundry water. Ironing was done with sad­
irons heated on the kitchen range . 

Baking might be done in an outdoor bake oven constructed 
of stone and brick. where a wood fire would first be allow ed to 
burn directly in the oven. After the bricks were hot enough, the 
ashes and embers were pulled out with an iron rake and the items 
to be baked were placed in the now superheated oven. There were 
no milking machi nes. no electric milk coo lers and there was a lot of 
water to be pumped for the cattle and oth er livestock . 

__~~-..,;Around the 1910 - 1920 period. the fairly reliab le small. slow 
speed gasoline eng ines of perhaps 2 horsepower and weighing 
250 pounds made of cast iron, came into practical use. They would 
pump water. run the washi ng machine and grindstone. The same 
engines could also be used to run a small electric generator to 
charge a group of batteries. proViding enough current to light a 
few bulbs for the house and barn . 

There were definitely no refrigerators in the house . Most farms 
had an underground cool-cellar that was around 55 degrees sum­
mer and winter. where perishables were kept in an effort to prevent 
spoilage . 

Whether the electric source was a home generator or later on 
when the power lines finally arrived, wiring the old houses was 
done in a very meager way. After all, lighting was the primary pur­
pose of electricity. and usually a type of drop cord w ith a light bulb 
in it was suspended in the middle of a room. A pull-string switch on 
that light hanging from the ceiling was the on and off control. 
There were very few outlets for appliances - but. there really weren't 
many available to ease the household work anyway. 

The next time you adjust the thermostat for heat or cooling. 
open the refrigerator door. fill the dishwasher. or do something as 
simple as turn the wa ter faucet on, think for a moment. "would you 
be doing this if yo u had been living in I 9007" .. 

volunteers Make Tbings Happen 
anD Fee[ GOOD About Doing It 
I was surprised and pleased to be honored with the glieder­

shein in March at our annual membership dinner meeting. Thanks 
to everyone who had a part in this. and please know that I appre­
ciate the warm feelings that were expressed to me that eveningl It 
was also good to have a large turnout at this yearly gathering of 
friends of our Pennsylvan ia German Cultural Heritage Center. 

As I reflect on the work of the Cultural Heritage Center. I deeply 
appreciate the very important role of our volunteers in moving us 
forward . I am impressed and thankful for the dedication of so many 
persons who share our vision for the Cente r. I am reminded that all 
we accomplish now is a gift to be passed on to those who follow 
us. The newest and brightest example of our accomplishments is 
the fine museum which is about to open in the stone farmhouse. 
Many hands and many contributions brought this to fruition, and 
now we w ill have a wonderful showcase of traditio nal 
Pennsylvania German life to share with others . The museum w ill be 
dedicated May J and I hope you will join in the celebration. 

Sp-eCiking-ofllotonteers. I recall as-a-boy-how-my-Dad-woufd- ­
"volunteer" my services to our neighbors. At the time I wondered 
about his motives. but after a while it was clear he was teaching 
me that service to others yields benefits that are better than mone­
tary rewards . The appreciation of those who are helped, and the 
good feeling for having helped, are more important. And. so it is 
with voluntarily giving our time . We always receive at least as much 
as we give. Thus, our heartfelt thanks goes to everyone who will ­
ingly g ives their time and talent on behalf of the Cultural Heritage 
Center. 

No volunteer assignment br ings more pleasure to me than to 
represent our Pennsylvania German heritage to school -age chil­
dren . If you have had the opportunity to be with elementary or 
junior high school age youngsters. to hear their questions and sat­
isfy their curiosity about "how things once were," you know that 
this is a wonderful experience. It not only provides a rewarding 
opportunity to share - it renews your faith in youth. 

"Du finnscht aus die beschte Zeite sin seJli wann du ebbes 
geduh hoscht fer annerel" 

Paul E Kunkel 
President, Heritage Center Advisory Board 



Summer I<itchens offereo
 
Convenience/ Relief from Heat
 

by David Semmel, Archivist, Heritage Center 

In the days before electric fans and air conditioners, farm families 
tried various methods to cope with hot summer w eath er. On e w as th e 
summer kitchen. 

Many farms used a large, enclosed rear porch, j ust off the main 
kitchen; others had a w ash house w here th e laundry and winter 
butchering w as done; but th e ultimate summer kitchen w as located in 
the basement of the ho use. 

It w as th en know n as the "cellar kitchen." The move from th e main 
kitchen was usually around the first of May and th e return w as around 
the first of October. 

Why w as this move made twice yearly? The first priority was prob­
ably conven ience, for if the water supply w as closer to the summer 
kitchen, pumping the wa ter by hand and carrying it a shorter distance 
became an easier cho re. 

Occasionally. the well and pump were located in th e summer 
kitchen, while in oth ers, a flowing spring w as located in the combina­
tion w ash house/summer kitchen. The cool cellar (or gro und cellar ) 
w as often located closer to th e summer kitchen than to the main 
kitchen . 

Another reason for changing from one kitchen to another wa s 
heat. Cooking being done on a w ood or coal-fired range produced a 
lot of heat and th e summer facility usually had more doors and win­
dows that provid ed better ventil at ion . 

Another consideration w as housekeeping. Large crews for thresh­
ing , haying, and the haNesting of fruits, vegetables, potatoes and 
corn , all meant hungry peopl e coming to th e table to eat. It w as easi­
er to prepare and to clean up for all those peopl e in a room that w as 
not located in the main house. 

Ho usekeeping of the main farmhouse was mu ch easier when th e 
summ er kitchen was in use, as the traffic with dirty shoes and dusty 
clothing was, in essence, kept out of the farmhouse as mu ch as possi­
ble. Also, with no cooking heat, the doors and windows could be kept 
closed during the day, keeping the hot outside air from entering the 
hou se. With shades drawn and shutters closed, a brick or stone house 
could be kept relatively cool, and during prolonged heat w aves, peo ­
ple often slept on the first floor of a two-story hou se. 

Summer kitchens used fireplaces, old er w ood stoves and, later on, 
kerosene stoves. Most hom es had kitchens in both facilities, but in some 
cases, it was necessary to dismantl e and carry the "range" from kitchen 
to kitchen each time a move was made. e 

Fourth German Heritage Tour
 
offers Man~ special Activities
 

Please respond soon if you w ant to be part of our fourth 
annua l German Heritage Tour. spo nsored by th e Cultural 
Heritage Center in association with Alphorn Tours of Lahaska, 
PA. The ten-day journey runs from May 25 to June 4. 

The main focus of this exciting trip is those parts of 
Germany which w ere hom e to imm igrants who came to 
Pennsylvania in the 18th and early part of th e 19th centuries. 
The trip is a must for everyone who wants to know more 
about their Pennsylvania German ancestry and th e v illages 
and towns where their foreb ears lived. 

Dr. and Mrs. David Valuska will personally lead the tour. 
Roland Paul of th e Immigration History Institute, Kaiserslau­
tern, Germany, will conduct th e part of th e tour that empha­
sizes th e history and genealogy of immigrant familie s. He has 
had an imp ortant role in th e transfer of 18th and 19th centu ­
ry imm igration records to th e Cultural Heritage Center. 

Highlights of the tour are visits to Kaiserslautern , two spe­
cial evenings at gath erings hosted by local mayors and histor­
ical societies exclusively for our group, a gala day and evening 
in Reutling en where w e will be guests of German dignitaries 
who partic ipated in Reading, Pennsylvania s 250th anniversary 
celebration, a visit to beautiful Lake Constance, excursions to 
Bavarian castles, visits to Innsbruck and Salzburg in Austria, 
and more. 

Cost of the trip is $2,095 which includes round trip air 
and all ground transportation, nine nights in first-class hotels, 
two meals daily, and many special activit ies. To make reserve­
tions or for more information, call Alphorn Tours at 2 15-79 4­

. 5653. 'if 

Beautifu l Salzburg. Austria. is one of the stops 
during this years German Heritage Tour. 



Fromt
 
It is hard to believe, but after 

nearly five years of planning, our 
Heritage Center Museum is about to 
open. 

You are invited to join us in cel­
ebration at the dedicat ion of the 
museum on Saturday. May J. During 
the ceremony, we will unveil the 
plaque recognizing the original gift of 
John and Eva Eichler that enabled us 
to begin the renovation of the stone 
farmhouse - the first important step in 
creating the museum. 

We are gratefUl to the many 
individual donors and , in particular, to 

the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society. At the program, we w ill 
have tours of the museum, a program in the Freyberger One-Room 
School, and the history and genealogical research center will be 
open . The museum is splendid, and we commend Darlene Moyer 
and her staff for their outstanding work. 

There is other exciting news to share. Prof. Don Yoder, one of the 
foremost authorities in Pennsylvania Dutch studies, has donated his 
library of 10,000 volumes to the Heritage Center. With th e acquisition 
of the Yoder Library, the collection of the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk 
Culture Society, and the extensive genealogical archives from the 
Rheinland -Pfalz, we are becoming one of the primary research cen­
ters on Pennsylvania German culture in the eastern part of the United 
States. 

The paragraphs above describe how individuals and organiza­
tions who are dedicated to our mission are important to the Heritage 
Center. Truly. people make a difference. Contributions of money, 
material items, and volunteer time are some of the dynamics that 
enable us to reach our goals. Among our present needs, we seek sup­
port to sponsor the moving and restoration of a log cabin so that we 
can recreate Pennsylvania German frontier life. There are other needs 
that I would be glad to discuss with interested persons. 

Machs gut 

Dav ia 1. va{uska 
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