


‘The se C’1 bren Gettmg ”Rutc

By Paul F. Kunkel, President, Advisory Board

In April, | was invited to the Longswamp Elementary Schoot to conduct a program about
__ the Pennsylvania Germans. Mrs. Herman told me that about 100 third graders would be present, and
- when | asked how fong my presentation should be, she smiled and suggested, “till they get rutchy.”

_ The program was to be my choice, so | decided to include some history — where we came from, why we came to this coun-
try, what we have accomplished since our forefathers accepted the land grants, and who the people are who are known as the

Pennsylvama Germans.

| took along 14 old items to show the students There were a butter mold, a fluted pan in which ralsed cakes were made, an

old iron to be heated on a coal stove to iron clothing, some cast iron toys, a glass telegraph pole insulator, and a slate and soap-
stone stylus formerly used in one-room schoolhouses. Since most of the chudren had not seen these items before. they guessed

about them as | held them up, one by one.

r dialect teachers from Topton,
be hard to beheve but the children sat there like angels for 45 minutes; they did not get ‘rutchy.”
What was the most popular part of the program? From the letters | recefved later from the children, it was clear that they lrked

 the story we told in that strange language!

In July | was invited to participate in Heritage Days in Bangor. My asagnment was to speak about Pennsyh/anna German super-
The sessions, about 30 minutes long, were well attended and on both days | was
n interest among some peopte in the Bangor ared to form a group, similar to
3 German dialect can be spoken.
, | am pleased to inform you that that interested persons can now use the Pennsylvania German Somety web site (www pgs org)
 to obtain information about the eight language classes starting in September whi h are sponsored by the Grossdaadi Grundsau Lodge
_ Call me Pennsylvania German or Pennsylvania Dutch. | stand up proudly!
__In the words of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, the German poet who lived in the 18005 but in our tanguage “Was mir ge-
erbt henn fun unser Voreldere, misse mire widder verdiene fer uns selwert, schunscht bleibts net unsrersl" {"What we have inherit-
ed from our forefathers, we must earn over again for ourselves, or it will not remains oursl i

. mons pow-wowing, and our history in general
. asked to “say something” in our language. There i
. the Welsh and Italian groups, where the Pennsytv

ey cou ‘ s'theinvparehts; and ;with;‘s .
old a story in our dualect as Leroy fottowed in English: ftmay

B bt Rentinds Us Not To Take

ater Supply For Granteo

By David Semmel, Archivist, Heritage Center

As | write this column, | look out over parched fields of corn,
soybeans, potatoes, alfalfa and brown dried-up lawns. It is not a
pretty sight during this hot, dry weather.

Years ago, weather conditions were the subject of discussion
in farming country and are still today. Picnics, sports events, con-
struction and transportation are all subject to interruption, slow
downs, cancellation or postponements. Rain will make or break a
farmers crops. Lightning, hail, high winds, can all wreak havoc on
both crops and buildings, including the destruction of homes.

The tornado last year in Berks County is an example of the
power nature$ fury can unleash. In 1981, a twister went through our
valley, with every building on our property being hit with some dam-
age; large trees were uprooted or splintered around the farmstead.

Yes, Mary and | can attest to that sound, very similar to an
approaching train, and when a large sliver of tree branch came
through the kitchen window, we headed for the basement. The
wind was short-lived, followed by heavy rain, and looking at the
yard and buildings when the rain subsided, we could not believe
what we saw.

When the original stone house was built before 1800, a spring
in the meadow furnished the water and there was wooden pipe
uncovered some years ago near the spring. The “new” house, built

in 1842, was supplied by a hand-dug well, which had a very mea-
ger water supply. In 1930, a drilled well replaced the hand-dug well
and in 1966 the well was deepened and so far has been adequate.

To the early settlers, a source of water was of utmost impor-
tance, and they followed rivers and the smaller streams to their
source, often a flowing spring of water that came out of a hillside
or just uphill from a meadow. Municipal water systems and deep,
drilled wells have largely replaced hand-dug wells, springs, and cis-
terns filled by rainwater.

Yet, 50 or 60 years ago, it was common in farm country for a
homestead to be without water during a long dry spell. Barrels and
milk cans were loaded on the farm wagon, filled at a creek or some
other still-available source of water and hauled home. Cattle were
many times herded on the roads to the nearest free flowing water,
if the distance was not too great.

The old saying was very true, “You don't miss the water until
the well is dry.”

Water is not only the Earths lifeblood, it is vital for mankind. If
everyone had to pump water by hand, carry it in pails to the home
for drinking, bathing, washing clothing (plus filling the water trough
for all the animals) water usage would not average 300 gallons per
day per household in the United States. It would be a lot less!




I am always amazed at the won-
derful things that are taking place at
the Heritage Center. Let me bring you
up to date on some of the latest hap-
peningsl Our Heritage Tour to Ger-
many held in late May-early June was a
great success. One of the factors that
made this trip special was the presence
of Kutztown University President, Dr.
David E. McFarland and his wife, Dr.
Barbara McFarland. We were hosted
by the Mayors of Enkenbach-Alsen-
born, Ober Alben, and Reutlin-gen. In
addition, we traveled through Switz-
erland, southern Germany, and
Austria. Next years trip for the year 2000 has already been sold out.
If you are thinking about taking the Heritage Tour in 2001, please
contact us as early as possible because we already have people
signed up for the trip.

We are about to receive our own Conestoga wagon. The
wagon is coming to us through the Sarah A. Christman family and
has a long local history. For a while, we had a wagon offered to us
on a long-term lease from the Hershey Museum in Hershey, Pa., and
I am truly grateful for their generosity. The Christman family made a
generous offer, allowing us to purchase our own wagon. The wagon
comes complete with harness and accessories and will be the “star”
of our newly developing transportation museum. As always, we can
use some financial help in buying the wagon, and if you would like
to assist us, please call Mary Henry.

Our Heritage Center Museum is open and is receiving rave
reviews. We surely appreciate Darlene Moyer and her stalwart band
of volunteers. They have worked magic! Darlene and the farmhouse
museum are featured in a segment on the DISCOVERY TV channel
which will be airing later this Fall. Darlene pointed out that we are
in dire need of a painted blanket chest and dower chest, and if any
of our members can assist in filling this need, it will be most helpful.
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We are also negotiating for the acquisition of one of the
oldest log homes in the Borough of Kutztown. If negotiations
go through, we will be moving this fantastic building to the
Center. The home was built around 1790 and has been sitting
on an original piece of land granted by the Penn family. We
have many uses for the building. Once again, we are con-
fronted by the cost of saving this building, and we come to you,
our members, to step forward and help us offset the cost of
moving and setting up this valuable example of Pennsylvania
German architecture.

The Dr. Don Yoder Collection of books dealing with the
genealogy and history of the Pennsylvania Dutch continues to
arrive at the library. Our new librarian, Lucy Kern, has been
busy purchasing, cataloging, and accessing new material. Lucy
is ably assisted by William Bender, who has responsibility for the

_Yoder collection. It is amazing to note the number of research-
ers who visit the library and the one-room schoolhouse. Andrea
Jones, the coordinator of educational programs, estimates that
we have had over 2,000 school students visit the schoolhouse
Just this Spring. On August 7-8 we had Kids Day on the Farm
and several hundred children participated. If you would like to
visit the school, please contact Mary Henry and Andrea Jones to
set up a program that would meet your groups needs.

Lastly, Heemet Fescht will be held September 18 and 19.
Ruthanne Hartung, our Heritage Center artisan chairman, has
over 20 traditional artisans lined up to demonstrate the crafts of
the early Pennsylvania Dutch. Keith Brintzenhoff assures me
that the entertainment will truly reflect the culture. The Old
Time Plow Boys will have their usual stellar program, and you
must visit Donnie Reinerts heritage garden. Hope to see you
at Heemet Fescht!
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