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o Fa[[ 
Rich Schnarrvoggel 
Translated by Mary Bittner Henry 

By the time you get this article in your hands, it will already be Fall, on e of the nicest 
times of th e year . The wea th er is custom arily delightful. Although th e nights and morn­
ings are consid erably cold and frosty, the days are yet mild and warm. The leaves on 
the trees in the woods, fields, and meadows, glitter with all sorts of colors. What a bless­
ing it is to look at. We can see them linger for weeks at length. 

Between 1919 and 1931 I grew up in the town of New Tripoli . In those years there 
w ere many farms around, and in Fall this brought much work. It started in September 
w ith picking potatoes. Then it w ent from one thing to another: cutting down the corn , 
putting tn e staiRs in snacks, and husking it. Apples were picked, cider w as mad e, apple 
butter was cooked, sauerkraut preserved in stone crocks. Before w e w ere aware of it. 
it w as winter and time to butcher. 

I can still imagine how I started in elementary school, how we had off either the 
second or third w eek in September, to help pick th e potatoes. We went behind the 
potato "plow' with our baskets and threw the potatoes into the baskets. When the bas­
ket w as full, we emptied them into the wagon. We had to have considerable strength 
in ord er to bend and lift as w e did. Later w e gathered the stalks together and burned 
them. I always like to smell that smoke, and if we stood close enough to th e burned 
stalks, we could find a roasted potato once in a while. That tasted good . Today if we 
would burn potato stalks, th ey would arrest us, because w e would be poisoning the air. 
The times have changed con siderably. 

After the work with the potato es is done, it is then time to chop down th e corn­
stalks. Yes, in my time many a farmer chopped down the cornstalks by hand, gathered 
th em together, and put them on shocks for the husker . That was always a nice pictu re 
when w e looked over the land scape and saw th e corn shocks with yellow pumpkins 
that were laid here and there around the shocks. 

It is sad that th e peopl e who w ere born in th e last 50 years don't know anything 
about picking potatoes, burning potato stalk smoke, fields with corn shocks, etc. For 
those peopl e these are things that are ghosts of the past gone by. 

Well now I talked enough. I will end my essay with a wonderfully nice po em that 
wa s wri tten by one of our best Penn sylvania Dutch po ets, John Birmelin . It is called: 

In Septemb er the ground is plow ed 
and readied 

Then we come into the season 
for growing winter grain 

Here w e see how the farm er works 
And sorrows for his daily bread. 

And sauerkraut gets mad e
 
In a tub and in a small vat
 
The Dutch stamp it down with their feet.
 
That makes it much better.
 

Potatoes were plowed out,
 
We must gather them tog ether
 
By evening my back hurts
 
Until down to the heels.
 

Autumn is almost here,
 
It surely didn't take lon g;
 
Tlie Birds don 't sing much any more,
 
Their song is almost mute.
 

We will gladly husk th e corn
 
We work dillig ently;
 
Whoever find s a red cob of corn
 
Is allow ed to kiss a girl.
 

We send the children back to school
 
They must stu dy again;
 
The teach er is concerned about th em all
 
And he can also get angry at them all.
 

Now the apple butter gets cooked.
 
We mu st diligently stir it;
 
The boys willingly help the girls
 
And then th ey do their courting .
 

The sw allows fly home again,
 
To nice, warm land s.
 
They know what time it is th emselves,
 
And do not need a calendar.
 



__Drou0bt Reminos Us Not To Take_­

Water Suppl;9 For Granteo
 

By David Semmel, Archivist, Heritage Cent er 

As I write thi s column, I look out over parched fields of corn, 
soybeans, potatoes, alfalfa and brow n dried-Up law ns. It is not a 
pretty sight during this hot, dry w eather. 

Years ago , weather conditions w ere the subject of discussion 
in farming country and are still today. Picnics, sports events, con­
struct ion and transportation are all subject to interruption, slow 
downs, cancellation or postpon ements. Rain will make or break a 
farmers crops. Lightn ing, hail, high winds, can all w reak havoc on 
both crops and build ings, including the destruction of homes. 

The tornado last year in Berks County is an example of the 
power natures fury can unleash. In 1981, a twister w ent through our 
valley. with every building on our property being hit with some dam­
age; large trees w ere uprooted or splintered around the farmstead. 

Yes , Mary and , can attest to that sound, very similar to an 
approaching train, and when a large sliver of tree branch came 
through the kitchen window. w e headed for th e basement. The 
w ind w as sho rt-lived, followed by heavy rain, and looking at the 
yard and bu ildings w hen the rain subsided, we could not believe 
what we saw. 

When the original stone house w as built before 1800, a spring 
in the meadow furnished the water and there was wooden pipe 
uncovered so me years ago near the spring . The "new" house, bui lt 

in 1842, w as supplied by a hand -du g w ell, w hich had a very me a­
ger w ater supply. In 1930, a drilled well replaced the hand-dug"we ll 
and in 1966 the well wa s deepened and so far has been adeq uate. 

To the early settlers, a source of w ater w as of utmost impor­
tance, and they followed rivers and the smaller streams to th eir 
source, often a flowing spring of w ater that came out of a hillside 
or j ust uphill from a meadow. Municipal water systems and deep, 
drilled w ells have largely replaced hand-dug wells, springs , and cis­
tern s filled by rainwater. 

Yet, 50 or 60 years ago, it was commo n in farm country for a 
hom estead to be withou t w ater during a lon g dry spell. Barrels and 
milk cans w ere loaded on the farm wagon, filled at a creek or some 
ot her still-ava ilab le source of water and hauled hom e. Catt le w ere 
many times herd ed on th e roads to th e nearest free flowing w ater. 
if the distance was not too great. 

The old say ing w as very true, "You don't miss th e wa ter until 
th e well is dry." 

Water is not only the Earths lifeblood, it is vital for mankind. If 
everyone had to pump water by hand, carry it in pails to the hom e 
for drinking , bathing, w ashing clothing (piUSfilling the w ater troug h 
for all the animals) w ater usage w ould not average 300 gallons per 
day per household in the Uni ted States. It would be a lot lessl 



Fromt
 
I am always amazed at the won­

derful things that are taking place at 
the Heritage Center. Let me bring you 
up to date on some of the latest hap­
pen ingsl Our Heritage Tour to Ger­
many held in late May-early June was a 
grea t success. One of the factors that 
made this trip special w as the presence 
of Kutztown Un iversity President, Dr. 
David E. McFarland and his wife, Dr. 
Barbara McFarland. We were hosted 
by the Mayors of Enkenbach-Alsen­
born, Ober A lben, and Reutlin -gen. In 
addition, we trave led through Switz­
erland, southern Germany, and 

- Austria. Next years tr ip for the year 2000 has already been sold out. 
If you are thinking about taking the Heritage Tour in 200 I , please 
contact us as early as possible because w e already have people 
signed up for the trip . 

We are about to receive our own Conestoga w agon. The 
w agon is com ing to us th rough the Sarah A. Christman family and 
has a long local history. For a While, w e had a wagon offered to us 
on a long-term lease from the Hershey Museum in Hershey. Pa.. and 
I am truly gratefu l for their generosity. The Chr istman fam ily made a 
generous offe r. allowing us to purchase our own wagon. The wagon 
comes complete w ith harness and accessories and w ill be the "star" 
of ou r newly developing transportat ion museum. As alw ays, we can 
use some financial help in buying the w agon, and if you would like 
to assist us, please call Mary Henry. 

Ou r Her itage Center Museum is open and is receiving rave 
reviews. We surely appreciate Darlene Moyer and her stalwart band 
of volunteers. They have worked magic l Darlene and the farmhouse 
museum are featured in a segment on the DISCOVERY TV channel 
which will be airing later this Fall. Darlene pointed out that we are 
in di re need of a pa inted blanket chest and dower chest. and if any 
of our members can assist in filling this need, it will be most help ful. 

We are also negotiating for the acquisition of one of the 
oldes t log homes in the Borough of Kutztown. If negotiations 
go through, we w ill be moving th is fantastic building to the 
Cente r. The home w as bu ilt arou nd 1790 and has been sitting 
on an or ig inal piece of land gran ted by the Penn fam ily. We 
have many uses for the bu ilding. Once aga in, we are con­
fronted by the cost of saving this building, and we come to you, 
our members, to step forward and help us offset th e cost of 
moving and sett ing up this valuable example of Pennsylvani a 
German architecture. 

The Dr. Don Yoder Collection of books dealing w ith the 
genealogy and history of the Pennsylvania Dutch continues to 
arrive at the library. Our new librarian, Lucy Kern, has been 
busy pu rchasing, cataloging, and accessing new material. Lucy 
is ably assisted by Willi am Bender. w ho has responsibility for the 

__Yoder, couertion. IUs amaz in Q...to note the number of research=-­
ers who visit the library and the one-room schoolhouse. Andrea 
Jones, the coordinator of educational programs, estimates that 
we have had over 2,000 schoo l students visit the schoolhouse 
just this Spring. On August 7-8 w e had Kids Day on th e Farm 
and several hundred children participated. If you would like to 
visit the school, please con tact Mary Henry and Andrea Jones to 
set up a program that would meet your groups needs. 

Lastly. Heemet Fescht w ill be he ld September 18 and I 9 . 
Ruthanne Hartung, our Heritage Center artisan chairman, has 
over 20 trad itional art isans lined up to demonstrate the crafts of 
the early Pennsylvania Du tch . Keith Brintzenhoff assures me 
that the entertainment will tru ly reflect the culture. The Old 
Time Plow Boys w ill have th eir usual stellar program, and you 
must visit Donnie Reinerts heritage garden. Hope to see you 
at Heemet Fescht! 

Machs gut' 

David l. Valuska 
Director. Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center 
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