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Easter On The Heritage Farm: Fun ano Filled With Tradition

As one local newspaper writer put it, “the
Easter Bunny is Dutch.”

“Easter on the Farm” at the Heritage Center

in April was, by any measure, a huge success.
' To begin with, ask any of the
children who attended and were
amazed and amused by this unusual but
delightful and colorful celebration of
Pennsylvania German traditions. Then, ask
their parents, who will say that they learned
a lot and also enjoyed themselves while the
kids were having fun.

“There is something very special
about holiday time in the life of the com-
munity. This was captured in our celebra-
tion. We'll see it again in December at
‘Christmas on the Farm.” The fact that
these celebrations are on the farm and that
the farm was central to Pennsylvania
German life a hundred years ago allows us
to recreate these traditions more faithfully,”
Dr. David Valuska said.

The newspaper reporter contin-
ued, “On a 40-acre farm with a big red
bank barn surrounded by fields...the
Easter rabbit had apparently come and
gone. Easter eggs, symbols of rebirth
and eternity, were scattered everywhere.”

For young and old alike, the rekin-
dled traditions included decorating Easter eggs,
making Easter egg birds, and reading the classic
Pennsylvania Dutch-influenced book, “The Egg Tree” in
which children learn to decorate eggs the ways their
grandmothers did. Children scampered around the farm
grounds, collecting eggs for their baskets.

Heritage Center Advisory Board member Dr. Don Yoder
was on hand to explain many of the symbols and the distinctive
ways in which the holiday was observed among the Pennsylvania
Germans. He has updated Dr. Alfred Shoemakers classic book,
“Eastertide in Pennsylvania” and is an expert on holiday traditions.

In keeping with Pennsylvania Dutch holiday traditions,
Easter was a two-day celebration, with Easter Sunday dedicat-
ed to the religious observance and Easter Monday set
aside for family and community fun.

There is no clear consensus over the
role of the rabbit within the customs,
although the lamb figure stamped on
Easter cakes may have resembled a
rabbit, and thus a tradition was
born. Eggs played an important

part in the celebration as gifts to
pastors, schoolteachers and
friends. Eggs hidden in-the
house on Good Friday protected
against lightning strikes. Good
naturedly, on Easter Monday
morning, men might challenge
each other to a breakfast egg-
eating contest.

So, traditions mixed easily
with good old-fashioned fun to

make “Easter on the Farm” as thor-
oughly enjoyable for 5-year-olds as
for their parents and grandparents.
So enjoyable, in fact, that we will do it
again on the farm next year. In the mean-
time, mark your calendar for “Christmas on
the Farm,” our big, traditional holiday celebration that
will take place on December 9, 2000. 4’

Steins Earn Tribute (cont.)

The Steins expressed their gratitude for the honor
bestowed on them. Anna Stein said it has been hard work at
times, but always rewarding, and that they had the pleasure of
working with many other people who shared their desire to keep
the traditions alive and to pass them along to the next genera-
tion.

Paul Kunkel served as master of ceremonies at Glieder
Fescht. He reported on the work of the Advisory Board and, also,
recent activities of the Grundsow lodges. He and Carlton
Hunsicker performed in their roles as “Schnutz” and Tutti,” telling
humorous stories in both the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect and in
English. The evenings musical entertainment was provided by
Alton Zentner and Carl “Shorty” Moore. Parre Zentner gave the
opening and closing prayers at the dinner.

Dr. William Donner, Assistant Director of the Cultural
Heritage Center, gave a progress report on Center activities on
behalf of Center Director, Dr. David Valuska. He noted the success
of Christmas on the Farm, Heemet Fescht, activities throughout
the year for school children, and plans for additions and improve-
ments at the farm site. He also spoke about the importance of the
Centers affiliate organizations and the many volunteers whose
work sustains the Heritage Center. Darlene Moyer reported on

Al Zentner and Carl “Shorty” Moore entertained at Glieder
Fescht with songs in the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect.

activities at the Center museum which has been open for about a
year.

Dr. Linda K. Goldberg, Acting President of Kutztown
University, was a special guest at Glieder Fescht. She gave a
greeting, both in English and in the dialect, and spoke about the
importance of the Center and its programs to the University.ﬁf




Census Tells Of Losin .
Farms At T(ye Eno O
The Ith Century

By David Semmel, Archivist, Cultural Heritage Center

Browsing around the flea market early this spring at the
Kempton Community Center, | found some 30 pages remaining
from what was, at one time, a good-sized book about agriculture
in Pennsylvania around 1890.

Unfortunately, the pages are missing that would identify
the publisher and the exact year it was printed. Even so, there
are a lot of old-time photos and drawings and enough informa-
tion for this column.

Perhaps, with a lot of searching, a copy of the complete
book might exist somewhere but, as near as | can determine by
some references in the few pages remaining, it was probably
published in 1895 by the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society.
The book refers to the Pennsylvania agricultural census of both
1880 and 1890.

Evidently, a Mr. Edge was the Pennsylvania Secretary of
Agriculture when the book was published and he was concerned
about the accuracy of the census figures. In 1880 there were
213,542 farms recorded and in 1890 the figures listed only
211,577 farms.

He is quoted as saying, “What has become of the miss-
ing 1,965 farms?”

Thirty-one counties reported an increase in farms, while
36 counties had a drop in ten years. Berks, for instance gained
105 farms while Lehigh is listed as having 168 fewer farms.
Montgomery dropped 753 farms, Northampton had 608 fewer,
and Schuylkill lost 125 farms.

“The only way in which this change in figures can be
accounted for is to admit that there have been some errors,
either in the census of 1880 or that of 1890; no other supposi-
tion will account for the great difference,” Secretary Edge com-
mented.

Let's wait to hear all the wailing at the conclusion of the
nationwide Year 2000 census when the figures are released, as a
lot of federal aid and political decisions are based on census fig-
ures.

Interestingly, in 1890, Philadelphia County gained 21
farms, while Allegheny County (Pittsburgh) lost 187. Lehigh and
Northampton Counties might have lost some individual farms
due to the purchase of large tracts of land by the cement compa-
nies, industries, and the growth of residential areas from 1880 to
1890.

From another few remaining pages of the book, it
appears there was an exposition of agricultural and household
wares held probably in Philadelphia as most of the exhibitors and
agents list addresses from that city.

A few examples are: a 4-wheel drive steam traction
engine with power to the front wheels applied as needed by a
friction wheel engaged to the engine flywheel; windmills (win
engines) for pumping water — a very modern convenience before
electricity on the farm; an automatic pea sheller for home use;

cream separators, butter churns and cheese-making equipment of *

all kinds were available for use by the farm household. Nearly all
of the items were designed to lighten the work of the farmer, his
wife, their family, and their hired help, perhaps to save time
doing the many tasks necessary on the average farm in 1890.%

Wonderful Plans For The
Heritage Center Farm

By Paul Kunkel, President, Center Advisory Board

Our long-range plan for the Heritage Center farm site is
to build a model Pennsylvania German community. One of the
additions to the farm site would be an existing late 18th century
log cabin, which happens to be one of the oldest existing build-
ings now In the Kutztown area. We plan to move the cabin to
the Center and to use it as a library.

Renovation to the Swiss bank barn (a circa 1870 struc-
ture) is being done by volunteers. The barn contains some superb
displays of antique farming tools. Presently, we are using an area
of the barn for orientation to show a video to the thousands of
school children who visit the Center annually. After viewing the
video, they visit the other areas of the farm — the one-room
schoolhouse, the museum, genealogical library, and the wash-
house/summer kitchen.

A transportation museum is also being planned. A pri-
vate donor has expressed an interest in a building to house the
museum. Of course, the Conestoga wagon continues to be a
source of great pride to us.

I want to thank all of the volunteers who responded to
my letters. Some 30 persons are now helping at the farm in vari-
ous ways and we greatly appreciate their time and effort.

Finally, we need financial help to reach our worthy
goals. Some members have asked just what the cost will be for
our projects. The following is a summary:

sailoving thelogBMiding. < s aut = 2 $12,000

= Foundation for the log building . . ... ............ $5,000

= Total restoration-log building . . . . ............... $10,000

== Barmyenovations (todlfs iiid. s S o E i $15,000

= Cultural Heritage Center Journal . . . ... ...... $12,000/issue
(dedicated to the folklife of the Pennsylvania Dutch)

= Genealogical Library expansion . . ... ............ $15,000

Can you help? Is there a favorite project on this list
toward which you would like to provide a gift? All of us who are
involved in the Center truly believe in our mission. Thus, | feel
safe in saying: “Mir wolle Schtolz sei fun was mire losse fer die,
ass uns nooch kummel” (We want to be proud of what we leave
for all of you who follow usl) *




Necessity, Convenience Accounted For
Umnion Church Arrangements

By David Semmel, Archivist, Cultural Heritage Center

There is a rich history about the early congregations in
colonial America, the problems they faced in the new land, the
wilderness, and their desire to continue their worship of a
supreme being as they had learned in their European homeland.

The matter of two different religious denominations shar-
ing one house of worship seems strange, perhaps even unheard
of, to newcomers who arrive today in this area of Pennsylvania.
There is a need for some historical background to explain what
happened from about 1725 to 1800 when immigrants from the
Palatinate in Germany arrived in large numbers and settled in
Penn's Woods.

History records that the princes of the Palatinate region
were of the Lutheran and Reformed faiths. Thus, it was the immi-
grants bringing this religious mixture and interfaith marriages to
America who set the stage for the establishment of union church-
es in this area.

Portions of Europe were torn by religious strife. These
were political and church regimes in conflict for power and many
people fled to America in a last desperate attempt to escape the
turmoil. Arriving in Philadelphia after a long and difficult crossing
of the Atlantic Ocean, they headed north and west.

Although scattered in the sparsely populated wilderness,
they carried with them the religious practices for marriage, bap-
tism, confirmation, and the burial services of their homeland.
Gathering for worship was done at various homes in the small
communities, and burials were on a portion of the nearby farm-
land. Eventually log churches and neighboring cemeteries were

I would like to introduce myself as the Assistant Director
of the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center. My main
responsibility is to help Dr. Valuska in his chief activity, which is pre-
serving the culture of the Pennsylvania Germans and making
knowledge of that culture available to the general public through
our educational programs. In the past year, | have been working
on grant applications, editing the “Pennsylfaanisch Deitsch
Barichta”, thinking of ways to expand the Center’s activities, and
trying to be helpful in managing our collections and developing
our educational program. | have become more familiar with the
museum and library collections, and plan to help organize the
archives with a grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission. | have volunteered at the schoolhouse, mostly by
role-playing Abraham Reeser Horne, a nineteenth century
Pennsylvania German educator. Horne was the author of the
“Pennsylvania German Manual” and also was principal of Keystone
. State Normal School [now, of course, Kutztown University) from
1872 to 1877. | also am the stage manager of the Seminar Stage
at the Kutztown Pennsylvania German Festival. | have very much
enjoyed meeting and working with all the energetic and dedicated
people at the Center. | am especially enthusiastic about the Center
because it builds upon a base of community support and expertise,
combines this with the University’s academic resources, and serves
both the general public and the University.

established, but the settlers needed preachers and teachers, for
few could read or write. With the early-established congregations,
especially before 1770, there was a lack of trained, qualified,
ordained ministers. The few preachers who came to this new
land had to travel many miles on foot or horseback to reach the
various churches which they served. Perhaps a particular church
was visited one Sunday a month and the church remained empty
the other Sundays.

For example, Daniel Gross came from Holland to serve
as minister and teacher of four Reformed churches in the
“Whitehall District.” The Lutherans fared no better, for when the
Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg arrived in Philadelphia in 1742
there were about 150,000 people in Pennsylvania, threefifths of
whom were German-speaking people. At times, one pastor
served as many as 15 churches scattered from Easton to Berks
County.

Why not make use of the building by offering another
congregation use of the facility, and its members might help pay
for construction and upkeep. Together, they might be able to hire
a school teacher for the winter months.

Jordan Lutheran and Jordan Reformed, in South
Whitehall Township, started as a union church, sharing a building
from 1734 to 1752, at which time the Reformed congregation
constructed its own church. At various times from the mid-18™ to
the mid-19t century, shared building arrangements began in
more than a dozen communities in Lehigh County. ‘\;‘

Introoucimg Dy. Witliam W. Donney

My own academic research on Pennsylvania Germans
focuses on cultural identity and modernization, especially these
issues in terms of education in the late 19th century. | have pub-
lished several articles about Horne (one in a recent issue of “Der
Reggeboge” and another scheduled to be published in
“Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography” next year). | am
on the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania German Society and
the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture Society.

My wife, Stephanie, was raised in Kutztown and we have
four children, all of whom speak, sometimes to my great consterna-
tion, the regional dialect of English (even the two-year-old says “the
milk is all”). I was raised in a suburb of Philadelphia and attended
schools in that area, eventually receiving a PhD in anthropology
from the University of Pennsylvania. Although | am something of a
newcomer to this area, many of my ancestors were Pennsylvania
Germans. One of my reasons for moving to Berks County was that
my mother always talked about her visits to Womelsdorf with her
grandfather, who was from there. For the last 12 years, | have
taught anthropology at Kutztown University, and for the last ten
years, | have taught at Millersville University.

I look forward to continue to work with, and learn from,
all the wonderful people associated with the Center. \}'



New Book Documents Local One-Room School History

MARY BIYINER HENRY

A Short History
of the
Weisenberg Township
One-Room Schools

i short boshery of the Pepryivanie Uurman (Dhiel) poople
whis s Verssenberg Townsidp, Lebigh oy
Peremsvivanis frowy 167 3 1951

The Heritage Centey
Calendar

July 1-9, 2000 — Kutztown Pennsylvania German Festival

August 12-13, 2000 — Farm Days and Kids Day on the Farm

September 16-17, 2000 — Heemet Fescht

December 9, 2000 — Christmas on the Farm

April 14, 2001 — Eastertime on the Farm

May 21, 2001 — Glieder Fescht (Annual Membership Dinner and
Entertainment for our donating members)

May 29 —June 7, 2001 — German Heritage Tour

June 10, 2001 — Picnic on the Farm (sponsored by the Heritage
Center and Grundsow Lodges)

Tours of the Heritage Center for school children are held through-
out the year. The Center is open for group tours by appointment.
Please call 610-683-1330 or 610-683-1589. Individuals can tour
the Center Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
by calling 610-683-1589.

The Members Association provides an opportunity for interested
persons to support the purposes and activities of the Pennsylvania
German Cuitural Heritage Center. For information, please call
610-683-1330. Annual membership categories include:

Leweszeit Glieder . . . . . $2,500 (life membership, one-time gift)
Hoch Gewwe Glieder . . . . .............. $1,000 - $2,499
Bresident Glieder . . . .. ... ... ... ...... $500 - $999
R R =« -~ . = o o iaaw et oy e e e s $250 - $499
Hunnert Daaler Helfer . . . . ................. $100 - $249
i e T $50 - 599

a5 E[ 7,7 v et (et it = 4 S ey $25 - $49

Mary Bittner Henry, administrative assistant to
the Director of the Cultural Heritage Center, is the
author of a recently published history of one-room
schools in the Weisenberg Township, Lehigh County
area. The 88-page volume, which contains a narrative,
many photographs, and extensive listings of teachers
and students, documents the one room school period
from the 18305 to 1951.

“l have fond memories of attending a one-
room school and | found that many other persons
share these memories and experiences,” Mary Henry
explains. “The history of these twelve one-room schools
Is an important page in local Pennsylvania German his-
tory that needed to be documented, recorded and
preserved,” she stated. “A Short History of the
Weisenberg Township One-Room Schools” is based on
research conducted over 5 years. Copies are available
at $15 each plus postage and handling. Please cali
{610}683-1330 for more information.

S by ton ok,

Heewet Fescht in September

Before long, summer will blend into
autumn and Heemet Fescht will be
herel The dates for our annual weekend
festival this year are September 16 and
17. Twenty skilled artisans demonstrat-
ing Pennsylvania German crafts, tractor
parades and wagon rides, music, enter-
tainment, and fun for children will be
among the highlights. So, mark your
calendars and be sure to attend!




Wie bischt, projected costs are $12,000 to physically move the
As | write this message, our house; $5,000 to build a basement and set up utilities;
year 2000 Heritage Tour to and about $10,000 to restore the cabin. When complet-
Europe is just days away. This ed, the log cabin will be a tremendous addition to our
years trip sold out very early and offerings. It will be used initially to house our Heritage
there is every indication that the library. Eventually it will be restored to present the story
Heritage Tour for 2001 will also fill of the Pennsylvania Dutch pioneers on the Appalachian
quickly. With this in mind, if you frontier. Our ultimate goal is to create a replica of a
are interested in visiting (or possi- complete Pennsylvania German community with a
bly re-visiting) the lands from Union church, country store, drying house, gristmill
which our Pennsylvania German and a blacksmith shop. If you have any ideas to help
immigrants came, please let us us attain or broaden our goals, please contact me at
know early. Call Alphorn Tours at 610-683-1330.
2:1:5-794:5653; Qur presentation of activities of Pennsylvania
To date we have had several thousand school chil- German men from 1683 to 1900, as displayed in the
dren enrolled in the Heritage Center programs run by Andrea Grundsow Schtubb, still needs some help. We need
Jones and her staff of volunteers. The Eichler-Frankenfield items such as military uniforms, band instruments,
Farmhouse Museum under the guidance of Darlene Moyer, Grundsow memorabilia. Check your attic and consider
now open for a full year, continues to attract many visitors sharing your old treasures with the Heritage Center.
and is a focal point of the Heritage Center. As always, we Finally, the Heritage Center continues to be rec-
need volunteers to keep our programs and facilities at the ognized as a resource for Pennsylvania Dutch studies.
Center farm strong and growing. If you would like to help, Recently the director of one of Germanys largest open
or just want to know what volunteer opportunities are avail- air museums came to Kutztown to study the impact of
able, please contact the Pennsylvania Dutch Folk Culture German immigration and compare the art forms found
Society at 610-683-1589. here with those of 18" Century Germany. Our genea-
We are very pleased that a number of Kutztown logical center, under the direction of Lucy Kern, has
University students serve as volunteers. The Universitys inquiries from all over the world. Thanks to you for all
History Department has regularly provided student interns. of your support.
My wife Charlotte and | gave a substantial sum of money to
start an endowed internship for students to study and work David L. Valuska
at the Center. Director
One area in which we still need help is funding the Cultural Heritage Center

move of the log cabin to the Heritage Center grounds. The
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