


When Kutztown was Cootstown and Fleeetwood was Kroppestaedel (continued)

Run was once known as Wessnersville, and why is Temple
called that? Because there once was a temple there.
Moselem Springs in 1854 was called just Liebelspergers
Hotel.

We recognize Berks County names of Boone, Lincoln
and Penn as early British settlers. And certainly there are
few of us who grew up in the 20th Century who do not
know of the adventures of Abraham Lincoln or Daniel
Boone and we are proud that their ancestors chose to set-
tle here.

Certainly the Germans were represented by Conrad
Weiser and the Muhlenbergs in naming local roads and
institutions. George Nagel, born in Eisenberg, Germany5
raised a company of Berks County riflemen to march to
Massachusetts after the first call for volunteers by General
George Washington. His name survives as does Leonards

- Mill as Lehnertsville, now Lenhartsville.

Other local names include Moselem which is derived
from an Indian word meaning trout stream, the township
which surrounds Kutztown is called Maxatawny, and our
local creek is called Saucony. These names also are derived
from Indian terms: Maxatawny from Machksithanné mean-
ir.g Bears path creek and Saucony from Sakunk, meaning
a place of outlet, or where a smaller stream enters into a
larger one.é

Lots of local roads are named for early settlers; Sharadin
Road is named for the French Huguenot family (from Rau-
weilen) that settled near Kutztown (and was the builder of
the home now known as the Pennsylvania Cultural Heri-
tage Center museum house). Grim Street in Kutztown, Grim
Road in Maxatawny as well as Grimsville are named for
the descendants of Daniel Grim of Germany.” Hinterleiter
Road, Hottenstein Road, Dunkels Church Road, Siegfried-
dale Road, etc. all are examples of local settlers.

Germantown was the first Germanic settlement in
what was to become Pennsylvania with its obvious deriva-
tion, and Heidelberg Township is named for Heidelberg,
Germany. Finneys Ford became Reading Towne, and do
you know that there is only one spring in Sinking Spring?

Irish influence in this area is noted by the names
Gibraitar, Morgantown, Brecknoch, Caernarvon, Joanna,
Hopewell, Scarlets Mill, Shillington, Mifflin, Robeson and
Marion.8 Eckville, the northernmost part of Berks County,
refers to the Pennsylvania Dutch word “Eck”, or corner.
When you look at a County map, you know where that
name originates.

And do you know where “Die Welshkorn Kerche”,
“Weidenthal”, or Oley Mountain Church are?? They were
all early names for Hill Church in the hills above the Oley
Valley in Pike Township, Berks County.

There are many, many renamed areas around here.

| hope you find this article an inspiration and opportunity to
research further the idiosyncrasies of our area. You will find
lots of interesting items in our Pennsylvania German Cul-
tural Heritage Center Library.

| Fleetwood - Seventy Five Years of Progress, 1948, The Kutztown Publishing Co.
2 Sesquicentennial Book, 1965, Kutztown Sesquicentennial Assoc., Kutztown, PA

3 The Passing Scene, Volume I, 1983, The Reading Eagle Co.

4 Berksiana, 1976, The Kutztown Publishing Co.

5 Ibid

6 Centennial History of Kutztown, 1915, The Kutztown Publishing Co.
7 Ibid

8 Berksiana, 1976, The Kutztown Publishing Co.

9 The Passing Scene, Volume II, 1983, The Reading Eagle Co.
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Call for volunteers for
the Kutztown Festival
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A reminder that the Kutztown Pennsylvania German
Festival this year runs from June 30 to July 8 at the Kutz-
town Fairgrounds. Hours are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

\olunteers are very important to the success of the fes-
tival. If you can contribute some time to this years event,
please call Festival Director Dave Fooks at 610-683-1537
for full details. There are a variety of interesting volunteer
assignments from which to choose. If you speak the Penn-
sylvania Dutch dialect (or even know just a few phrases)
you will especially enjoy helping at the festivall

Again this.year, the Heritage Center, the Pennsylvania
Dutch Folk Culture Society, and the grundsow lodges will
be active participants in the festival.

The festival is filled with pageantry, folk art, crafts,
quilts, living history, antiques and collectibles, entertain-
ment, kids” activities and, of course, lots of mouth-watering
Pennsylvania Dutch food.

For a second year, the American Bus Association has
rated the Kutztown Festival among the finest attractions in
North America. The Festival was selected as an ABA “Top
100" event for the coming season, and it promises once
more to live up to its reputation as a show that pleases per-
sons of all ages. «J»




1t All Started with the PA Public School Law

By David Semmel, Heritage Center Archivist

Parents unhappy with the location of a school bus
stop; a penny change denied for a $1.99 cafeteria meal
when two $1 bills are tendered; charges filed when board
members threaten each other with bodily harm; strikes by
public school employees; superintendents being dismissed;
and building plans being scrapped after an election that
results in shifts in power when directors are replaced by
new members — these are the headlines and stories we
read about in today’s news.

In 1834, the Pennsylvania Public School Law was
passed by the legislature and signed by then Gov. George
Wolf. This assured a free education for all children in the
state and set up a structure for every municipality to estab-
lish a school board with power to tax real estate for school
purposes.

Before 1834, a child’s education depended on the par-
ents’ or guardians’ ability to pay, pius time for the children
to be spared from farm chores in the rural areas. Local
church elders usually provided a classroom in the sexton’s
home, to which children could be sent and tuition paid on
a monthly basis. :

There was no compulsory attendance; older children
who helped on the farm went to school only during the
few coid winter months when there was no outside field
work.

We can be sure there was controversy and opposition
when the public school law was passed, especially since it
empowered a new government entity in every municipality
in the Commonwealth to levy a tax on real estate holdings.

Often, the easiest method was making the church-
sponsored schools public, with the newly established
school board paying rent and the teacher's salary. If the
distance was too great for children to wailk to an existing
school on church property, small one-room schoolhouses
were set up. '

School board members during the time of the one-
room schools had a few simple duties: provide a small
building, hire a teacher, make sure there was wood and
coal for fuel; get permission to use a neighbor’s spring or
well for drinking water; provide outhouses that were emp-
tied and cleaned once a year, with some lime added occa-
sionally.

The opening day of school meant a visit with a horse
and wagon (or, as | remember, an early Model T Ford
huckster truck) to each facility to deliver pencils, tablets,
chalk, erasers, and sometimes a few new textbooks.

Board members met once a month to pay the few bills
and the teacher’s salary. | have been told that meetings
were usually held at board members’ homes, or in the din-
ing room of a local hotel. Teachers were expected to drop

by the meeting and pick up their paychecks.

Many of the teachers had two years of college educa-
tion at a state normal school, as they were then cailed. Be-
fore the two-year education requirement, anyone with a bit
of education could take an exam and, upon passing, could
qualify for a teacher’s certificate.

The county school superintendent visited each school
at least once a year to check conditions and evaluate the
teacher’s efforts. The superintendent also oversaw the
eighth grade exam in each school district. if the students
passed, they could attend high school, usually in a larger
town or city.

After World War Il, changes came rapidly. Gone were
the one-room school, routine issues at informal school
board meetings, and simpler times. School directors were
bombarded with needs for school buildings, bond issues,
much larger school staffing and much greater complexity in
a changing system of education. 3~
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Chiloven's Cultural
Cawmp this Suwmer at
the Center

We are about to start on a new adventure at the Cul-
tural Heritage Center.

. From Monday, July 30 through Thursday, August 2
from 10 am. to 12:10 p.m., we will sponsor a “Children’s
Cultural Camp”. Responding to your requests to introduce
young people to the culture, history and language, we
hope to offer classes in PA Dutch language, soap making,
butter making, candle making, old-time gardening, old-time
stitchery, folk music, the one-room school experience and
more. Andrea Jones, Darlene Moyer and Ruth Emmert are
the coordinators.

Classes will be for two age groups, 6-8 year olds, and
9-11 year olds. Older children will be welcome to help (and
learn).

A donation of $35 per week will cover the craft expens-
es, a gift for each child, and traditional, nutritional snacks
each day. There will be an $8 discount for each additional
child from the same family. All children are welcome and
financial assistance will be available.

Registration forms will be available starting June 15 by
calling (610) 683-1330 or by by e-mail at culture@fast.net.




How You Can He(p to
Keep Our Heritage

An update: In the winter edition of Heritage Center
News, | spoke of acquiring journals from the Weiden-
hammer farm. A kind gentieman from Massachusetts, Mr.
Warren Braucher, wrote and explained that he was a
descendant of this family and sent their genealogy.

If you have genealogy, family history or cultural
events of this area recorded, would you please share
them with us? We are developing a fine genealogical,
cultural and historical library and always need materials.
You may send them via e-mail at cuiture@fast.net or
genealogy@fast.net or by snail mail.

If you cannot send the materials, bring them to the
office at the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage
Center and we will copy them, and you may keep the
originals. Help us keep our heritage alive; we appreciate
ail donations!

Darlene Moyer

R00 18 a New Papa

Thanks to our great volunteers, Rod Burkert and
others, we announce new babies this spring. Mr. Burk-
ert added five new bluebird houses to the Heritage
Center and it appears that all of them are occupied!
Our garden coordinator, Karlene Britzenhoff, has had
some luck with bluebirds in the past, but we think this
is the all-time record. What a wonderful vision of soar-
ing blue, white and rustl We aiso would like to an-
nounce that the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage
Center has been designated an authentic Berks County
Museum Site. Look for our banner coming soon.

Darlene Moyer

The story of Our
Heritage Is Hearo with
Ayppreciation

By Paul F. Kunkel, President of the Advisory Board

Nothing is more pleasing than to have someone greet
me with a hearty Wie Bischt? (How are you?) and then in-
form me of a public school program, a Pennsylvania Ger-
man school they attended, or a Pennsylvania German story
they heard.

This happens more frequently now since we have
“rubbed off” on many who have appreciated the experi-
ence and our efforts toward preservation of the heritage.

| am pleased to announce that Ronald Bittner has
stepped forth to take the position of “Schuimeescheder” of
our Pennsylvania German schools which are sponsored by
the 17 groundhog lodges affiliated with the Grossdaadi
(Grandfather) Groundhog Lodge. This spring, because of
my responsibilities at the Heritage Center, it became appar-
ent that | should relinquish that responsibility, which | do
reluctantly. Mr. Bittner will have primary responsibility for
teaching our language to those persons who wish to learn
it. | have agreed to continue the classes at Kutztown Uni-
versity where, this fall, we expect to hold classes in the
Heritage Center schoolhouse.

During the past two years | have enjoyed responding
to requests for programs about the traditions, superstitions,
folklore, humor and accomplisnments of our forefathers.
The programs were conducted for school children, church
groups, and senior citizens within a 60-mile radius of the
Heritage Center. Much of what was discussed, they knew
little about, but they recognize the influence Pennsylvania
Germans have had in our region and in America.

| want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our members
who work so hard as volunteers on behalf of the develop-
ment of the Heritage Center. There is indeed a satisfying
sense that our efforts are worthwhile as we reach our
goals.

Liewer Gott, mir bedanke uns fer des, was Du uns
gschenkt huscht!

{Dear God, we thank you for this, which you have
gifted to usl)

<




Happy Motormg Years
Ago Would “Tive” Out
a Motorst!

By David Semmel, Heritage Center Archivist

Traffic tie-ups, high fuel prices, highways in need of
repairs and improvements, bridges that are in-
adequate — the list could go on and on.

However, the advertising slo-
gan, “Happy Motoring,” used for
many years by a major petrole-
um company, is still a fairly
good description of traveling
down the highways today.

Disregarding last year’s
huge tire recalil, do you re-
member when you last had a
flat tire on your vehicle or when
you saw a vehicle stranded along
the road with tire problems? This was a
common sight 70 years ago.

We have come a long way in tire manufacturing tech-
nology since the first solid rubber tires, and a bit later,
when the first pneumatic tires were inflated with pressur-
ized air.

Solid rubber tires on buggies and early motor vehicles
were common, and surprisingly, there are still some com-
panies that are capable of replacing solid rubber on those
wheels today.

Large trucks, until 1920, nearly all had solid rubber
tires; pneumatic tires weren't strong enough to carry the
heavy loads. The last vehicle that | recall with solid rubber
tires was the first Schnecksville fire truck, a 1924 Hahn,
which was removed from service in 1945, with those tires
still on.

Before 1930, taking a trip several miles from home had
many possibilities of interruption, not the least of which

was tire trouble. Nearly all vehicles carried a hand-operated
tire pump and a tube repair/patch kit for emergency use
along the road. In all fairness to the tire manufacturers in
the early days of motoring, road conditions were to blame
for some tire and tube problems.

* Muddy ruts and soft spots in the road were often filled
and stabilized with fist-sized stones picked from farm fields.
Those stones had sharp points and edges, which broke the
tire cords, eventually causing a hole in the inner tube or a
blowout.

When did tubeless tires make their appearance?

During World War I, | remember reports of
people who were experimenting, trying
to eliminate the tubes due to the

rubber shortage. However, around
1900 there were tires known as
single-tube tires, which were
nothing more than a very
heavy inner tube with a wear-
ing surface known as the
tread.
For about 10 years, from

1909-1919, any tire changing on
a Model T Ford was done while the
wheel and i were-onldhe ¢ar The rims

were non-demountable, plus the front and rear
rims had different diameters. Thus, two spares were neces-
sary, and they were carried either on the rear of the vehicle
or in the front fender wells, one on each side of the car.

Comparing the costs of todays tires, they are a bargain.
A pair of rear tires on my pickup truck are still going strong
after 50,000 miles. The cost when purchased new was $60
each. In 1920, a tire might have cost $12 — a lot of money
then, but the tire might have lasted only 2,000-5,000
miles. In addition, many tire repairs had to be made and
blowout patches installed during the life of that tire.

It was also comforting to know that drivers don't have
to do what was done in 1920 — pump up the tires, often
along a rural roadside, with a hand-operated tire pump,
when 50 to 60 PSI was required in those skinny, tall tires.

- Enjoy your next trip! .;,

June 30-July 8 - Kutztown PA German Folk Festival

September 15 & 16 - Heemet Fescht

December 8 - Christmas on the farm

April 13, 2002 - Easter Time on the farm

June 10, 2002 - Picnic on the farm (sponsored by the Heritage
Center and Grundsiow Lodges)

The Members Association provides an opportunity for interested
persons to support the purposes and activities of the Pennsylvania
German Cultural Heritage Center. For information,

please call 610-683-1330.

The Heritage Center Calendar

The membership categories include:

Leweszeit Glieder . . $2,500 (This is a one-time life membership)
Annual memberships (July 1, 2001 to June 30, 2002)

Hoch Gewwe Glieder ... ............... $1,000 - $2,449
BresidentGlieder . .. ........cuiiinnninan $500 - $999
GrossiHelfer: . o i s s e e $250 - $499
Hunnert Daaler Helfer ... ................. $100 - $249
Gt Eeler . T e R e e e $50 - $99
ROUSHEHOr . o e s $25 - $49

Tours of the Heritage Center for school children are held throughout the year. The Center is open for group tours by
appointment. Please call 610-683-1330 or 610-683-1589. Individuals can tour the Center Monday through Friday from
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.by calling 610-683-1589.




As another academic year closes, famous “Silent Night” was performed for the first time.
I think about what we have done The all-inclusive cost is $1295.00; if you desire more
as well as about what lies ahead. information please contact Alphorn tours at (215) 794-
As a team, we have compiled a 5653.
record of notable achievements. Some good news for the coming year will be the
We should feel good about this as construction of the Sterling and Florence Zimmerman
we move forward in 2001-2002. research and living history center. The Zimmerman
I am certain that you know Center will be housed in an 18th Century log cabin to
Kutztown University President Dr. * demonstrate the life of the Pennsylvania Dutch on the
David McFarland has announced American frontier. We are also working on a second
his retirement at the end of the cabin that we hope will house the records, library and
next academic year, in June 2002. offices of the Reading Berks Guild of Traditional Crafts-
Dr. McFarland is a steadfast friend of the Heritage Center, men. If we can work out the few details this will be of
and through his support the Center experienced remarkable great importance for our development.
growth. We are thankful for his leadership, friendship and Finally, we have convinced Dr. Don Yoder to edit a
support. Thanks, Dr. McFarland! yearly journal on Pennsylvania Dutch history folklore,

I will be on sabbatical next year. My goal during this customs, traditions, etc. and we are very excited about
period is to research, write and edit a book on the Germans the prospects of this new journal, which we hope will
of Pennsylvania in the Civil War. | hope to look at patterns of be ready for the Kutztown Pennsylvania German Festival
German immigration from 1683 through 1860. In addition | in July of 2002.
will analyze the Pennsylvania Dutch community prior to the Speaking of the Festival, it will be bigger and better
war and then describe the role the Pennsylvania Germans than ever with great effort being placed on the true
played in the Civil War. This study will culminate around the traditions and crafts of our Pennsylvania German fore-
battle of Gettysburg. fathers.

I have always been fascinated by the Christmas traditions See you therel Machs Gutl
of Germany and in particular the Christmas markets of old ?

Germany. For this reason, | have arranged a tour from David L. Valuska, Director

November 30 to December 8 to visit some of the more re-
nowned Christmas markets We will visit the Christkindl

markets of Nurnberg, Rothenberg, Stuttgart, Uim, Salzburg w&w&
and Munich. We will also visit Oberndorf where in 1818 the
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