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~From the Director’s Corner

Greetings to all our members, and | want to thank
all of you for a fantastic outpouring of support, as our
membership renewals are at an all-time high. | would
encourage those of you who have yet to renew your
membership to please do so because your dollars are
absolutely necessary for us to accomplish the many
projects that are underway.

Among those projects is the completion of the
1737 log-cabin building, which will become a center for the
development and understanding of the Grundsow Lodges
and eventually will develop into an educational center for
discussion to look at Pennsylvania German life on the
frontier. We are very excited about that project.

Our library continues to expand at a steady pace.
| am very comfortable with the work that Lucy Kern has
done in our library, and it has become one of the bright
spots in the research area at the Heritage Center. |
encourage any of you who have family histories or any
items related to Pennsylvania German genealogy or history
to consider donating them to the library.

We are pleased to announce a special collection
of early and rare books pertaining to Pennsylvania Dutch
history, etc. on display at the Heritage Center Museum.
The books are on loan from the Open Air Museum of
Kommern due to the generosity of Dr. Dieter Pesch—
director of the museum and the Landschaftsverband
Rheinland. Curator Darlene Moyer was instrumental in

making arrangements for the books to come and in setting
up the display. It is well worth the effort to see this superb
collection. This collection is only a fraction of the material

found at the museum in Kommern.

There has been a tremendous amount of interest
in a trip to Germany, and we are planning a trip for next
year. Details will be coming out shortly. Basically, we will
be leaving at the end of May and the trip will last about 10
days. We will visit along the Rhine River, into the Cologne
region, down into the Palatinate visiting Kaiserslautern,
Enkenbach, Mohrbach, and the Pfalz as well as a visit with
Roland Paul. Then into Saarbrucken, possibly over into
the Alsace-Lorraine region, then into the southern areas of
Baden Wurttemberg into Reutlingen and then into Bavaria.
This will be a jam-packed trip and a trip that is geared to
make you feel as if you are a part of the German people. If
you are intérested, please call 610-683-1330 and indicate
your interest. We will mail a flyer to you as soon as they
are prepared. As of right now, we have 10 people
interested even before advertising the trip. Therefore,
please indicate your interest now and you will have first
priority.

As you know Dr. Ruth Freyberger has made a
generous gift to both the University and the Heritage
Center for the creation of a Freyberger Professor of
Pennsylvania German Studies. | have been designated as
the first Freyberger professor. It is a great honor to me,
and it will set the pace and conditions in which the
Freyberger professor will perform.

In conclusion, please continue to support the
Center. See the slate of events listed in this newsletter,
and come to Christmas on the farm, which is very
enjoyable. ‘Thank you, again.

~Mach’s gut,
David L. Valuska

~Programs _

The Program Committee of Pennsylvania
Dutch Folk Culture Society is continuously busy planning
for future programs. Just a reminder—the purpose of this
Society is to preserve the customs, traditions, and work
ethics of our beloved Pennsylvania Dutch through
programs and education. _

The next event, which should be on your
calendar, is Christmas on the Farm-- December 7, 2002.
The committee is busily working to bring new and really
exciting activities to this event. You will not want to miss
this very special event, which is guaranteed to put you in
the Christmas spirit.

Of course, none of the events at the Heritage
Center could be held without the great work of our
dedicated volunteers. There is always a need for new
faces, fresh ideas, and a willingness both to learn and to
help. We have the ideas and supplies for many more
activities than we have been able to offer but need your
help to implement these ideas. We guarantee a fun day,
new friends, and the camaraderie of belonging to our
wonderful group of volunteers.

There are many ways that you can get in touch
with us: call the office at the Heritage Center at 610-683-
1589 or E-mail us at Emmertruthie@aol.com. We will
get back to you.

--Ruth Emmert
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