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How to cite an article or publication retrieved from an electronic database using MLA 

Style. 
 
If you are citing an article that you retrieved from an online database that the library subscribes 
to, you should provide enough information so that the reader is able to retrieve the article from 
the online database. 
 

The generic citation form would look like this: 
 
Author. "Title of Article." Publication Name Volume Number (if necessary)  
 
     Publication Date: page number-page number. Database name. Service  
 
     name. Kutztown University Library, Kutztown, PA. Date of access  
 
     <electronic address of the database>. 
 

Example: 

Arroyo, Carmen G. and Edward Zigler. “Racial Identity, Academic Achievement, and the 

Psychological Well-Being of Economically Disadvantaged Adolescents.” Journal of 

Personality and Social Psychology 69.5 (1995): 903-914. PsycINFO. EBSCOhost. 

Kutztown University Library, Kutztown, PA. 17 March 2004 <http://search.epnet.com>. 

Some Tips: 
• Author initials should be followed by periods and separated by a space (for example: 

Smith, R. K.). 
• Publication months should be abbreviated as follows: Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, 

July, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec. 
• Dates should appear in the order: day month year. 

 
A special note for EBSCO and ProQuest:   
EBSCO and ProQuest are the company names of our two largest database vendors.  They do not 
refer to the databases that you are using.  When citing an article you retrieved from either of 
these databases, you will need to note which database you are using (e.g. Academic Search 
Premier, Business Source Premier, ERIC, and etc. when using EBSCO).  If you are using 
ProQuest and you simply clicked on Continue (to search all databases), simply note ProQuest as 
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the database and http://www.proquest.com/ as the url (technically, you should note which 
database the article was from, see a librarian for more assistance). 
 
For Database Name, Service Name and Vendor URL use: 
 
 
Database Name Service 

Name 
Electronic Address 

ABI/Inform Global ProQuest http://www.proquest.com/  
Academic Search 
Premier 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/  

African American 
Newspapers 

Accessible 
Archives 

http://www.accessible.com/  

American Chemical 
Society Journals 

American 
Chemical 
Society 

http://pubs.acs.org/  

Art Abstracts EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/  
Biography Resource 
Center 

Gale Group http://infotrac.galegroup.com/menu

Biological Abstracts EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
Business Source 
Premier 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

CINAHL EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/  
Clinical 
Pharmacology 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/  

Communication and 
Mass Media 
Complete 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Grove Dictionary of 
Art Online 

Oxford 
University 
Press 

http://www.groveart.com/

Digital Dissertations ProQuest http://www.proquest.com/
EBSCO Animals EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
EconLit EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
Education Full-Text WebSpirs http://webspirs.silverplatter.com  
ERIC EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
ERIC Document 
Reproduction 
Service 

 http://www.edrs.com/

Essay and General 
Literature 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Ethnic NewsWatch ProQuest http://www.proquest.com/
Funk and Wagnalls 
New World 
Encyclopedia 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

GenderWatch ProQuest http://www.proquest.com/
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GeoRef EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
HarpWeek  http://app.harpweek.com/  
Health Source: 
Consumer Edition 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Health Source: 
Nursing/Academic 
Edition 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Institute of Physics  http://www.iop.org/EJ/search
JSTOR: Enter 
discipline searched 
(e.g. African 
American Studies) 

JSTOR http://www.jstor.org/  

Lexis-Nexis: Enter 
Search Form used 
(e.g. News, Legal, 
Business, Medical) 

Lexis-Nexis 
Academic 
Search 

http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe/  

Library Literature 
and Information 
Science 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Literature Resource 
Center 

Gale Group http://infotrac.galegroup.com/menu

MAS Ultra: School 
Edition 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Mental 
Measurements 
Yearbook 

WebSpirs http://webspirs.silverplatter.com  

Military and 
Government 
Collection 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

New York Times, 
Historical – cite as 
Historical 
Newspapers: The 
New York Times 

ProQuest http://www.proquest.com/

Newspaper Source EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
Professional 
Development 
Collection 

EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/

Project Muse  http://muse.jhu.edu/
PsycArticles EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
PsycINFO EBSCOhost http://search.epnet.com/
Reading Eagle 
Archives 

 http://www.readingeaglearchives.com/

Reuters Business 
Insight 

Reuters http://www.reutersbusinessinsight.com/
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Safari Tech Books 
Online 

ProQuest http://proquest.safaribooksonline.com/

Social Services 
Abstracts 

Cambridge 
Scientific 
Abstracts 

http://oh1.csa.com/

Sociological 
Abstracts 

Cambridge 
Scientific 
Abstracts 

http://oh1.csa.com/

Standard & Poor’s 
NetAdvantage 

 http://www.netadvantage.standardandpoors.com/

Tax Research 
Network 

Commerce 
Clearing 
House 

http://tax.cchgroup.com/  

ValueLine  http://valueline.com
Wall Street Journal, 
Historical – cite as 
Historical 
Newspapers: The 
Wall Street Journal 

ProQuest http://www.proquest.com/

 
For more information, visit the reference desk and/or schedule an appointment with a reference 
librarian for assistance. 
 
Return to Rohrbach Library’s Citing Sources Page: 
http://www.kutztown.edu/library/reference/citation.htm
 
Page compiled and maintained by Bob Flatley, Instruction Librarian.  He can be reached at 610-
683-4173 or flatley@kutztown.edu  
 
 
 
 
Last Update 4/12/2004 
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