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Greetings

Message from the Conference Chair

We are excited to welcome you to the 21st annual Kutztown University Composition
Conference (KUCC). Our theme this year is “Writing Your Way Home.

For many people, the most significant place in life is home. But home is more than just
a physical place—it can be a feeling, a sense of belonging, a foundation for identity.
Writers have spent careers envisioning the many meanings of home, trying to capture
its warmth, its complexities, and even its absence. As students enter the next stage of
their lives, embarking on their journeys to college, home takes on even more signifi-
cance as new homes are discovered, and old ones remain a part of them.

At Kutztown University, we believe in fostering a campus where everyone feels included,
supported, and inspired. We also believe that students have a say in the kind of home
they wish to create. The KUCC is an extension of that vision—a space where self-ex-
pression is celebrated and conversation is encouraged. We prioritize composition, in all
its forms, because we view it as vital to personal growth and meaningful connection.
Today, we gather to celebrate the work of student creators in what we hope is a wel-
coming space where all voices are heard and everyone feels “at home.”

We want to express our sincere appreciation to our student presenters for sharing their
excellent work, to our faculty moderators for their support, to our talented student
designer for her creativity, and to the KUCC Planning Committee for their dedication to
making this event possible.

Thank you for joining us as we explore what it means to write your way home. We hope
that you enjoy the day.

On behalf of the KUCC Planning Committee,

Dr. Robert Fillman
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Schedule

Telling Untold Stories

Formal Dining Room, MSU 223
Moderator: Professor Julie King

Vance Dotterer, “Bless Your Big Gay Heart!”

Ella Merkel, “Herman Bang's Experience with Oppression”
Harper Sirine, “When Not If”

Martin Danek, “Becoming Comfortable with Myself”

Fables, Fantasy and Morality: How the
Unreal Can Teach Us About Ourselves

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 312
Moderator: Professor Melissa Nurczynski

Izzy Williams, “Untitled”

Anthony Foster, “Bird Fable”
Bethany McDonald, “The Ugly Swan”
Kindal Eure, “A Man’s World”

Mark Boyer, “Chasing Butterflies”

Coming to Kutztown, Thinking of Home

Multipurpose Room, MSU 218
Moderator: Dr. Patty Pytleski

Payton McDonald, “Trying New Things”

Bella Cannan, “My Path Forward”

Olivia Forbes, “One Home to Another”

AJ Dalkner, “Confessions of a College Commuter”
Paige Catterson, “Finding My Footing”
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Roundtable

From Kutztown to the Work World: How
Majoring in English Can Help Us Create
and Find Home

Formal Dining Room, MSU 223
Moderator: Dr. Kristina Fennelly

Morgan Clouser

Jake Hensinger
Mary-Kate Holubowicz
Timothy Noll

Jessi Walker

Workshop

Travel Tales: A Memory Writing Session,
Presented by the Future Authors Club

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 312
Moderator: Dr. Robert Fillman

Workshop Leader: Ethan Briggs, President of the Future Authors Club
Members of the Future Authors Club
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Home Screens

Multipurpose Room, MSU 218
Moderator: Dr. Sandra M. Leonard

Erin Fulse, “Video Games and Film: Why Were Video Games So
Difficult to Adapt into Film? And How That Has Been Changing”
Jake Hensinger, “Don’t Judge a Game by its Cover”

Alicia Simrak, “Splatoon and the Neurodivergent: Why Splatoon is
Played by Them”

Sara Thomas, “How Romance can Impact Video Game Players, Both
in Game and in Life”

Isabella Diaz, “Intricacy Beside Shlock: How Video Games Belittle
When They Exclude”

Roundtable

Voice & Vision:
Finding Home in Community & Self

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 312
Moderator: Dr. Kristina Fennelly

Alison Renee Bender
Melanie McHugh
Daniela Montemarano
Amanda Stevenson

Writing Your Place: Navigating College,
Community, and the Self

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 322
Moderator: Dr. Robert Fillman 1

Rachael Lund, “Pretending Turned to Possibilities” l’
Madelyn Phillips, “The Missing Middle”

Nigel Pizzo, “Step Outside Your Comfort Zone,
Involvement is for Everyone”
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Keynote Presentation

Please join us for a light lunch and
Keynote presentation from the Writing Center

The University Writing Center (UWC):
Writing at the Center

Formal Dining Room, MSU 223
Moderator: Dr. Patty Pytleski

Sadie Doss
Gina Glantz
Jack Schembri
Megan Stager
Jessi Walker

At Home in the World:
Seeking Autonomy in the Here and Now

Multipurpose Room, MSU 218
Moderator: Dr. Amy Lynch-Biniek

Olivia Magee, “Bridging Man and Machine:
Apple’s Warning of a Technological Singularity”

Jessi Walker, “Awareness, Empowerment, and Womanhood
in The Tenant of Wildfell Hall”

Alison Renee Bender, “Women’s Reproductive Rights”
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Poetry Reading & Open Mic

Formal Dining Room, MSU 223
Moderator: Dr. Robert Fillman

Please join us to read or listen to students’ original poetry
and creative writing.

Homeward Bound:
Writing Your Way Toward Identity

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 312
Moderator: Dr. Patty Pytleski

Phantom Varga, “The Definition of a Broad Term”
Morgan (Reeve) Randolph, “1 Am”

CoraMarie Gaumer, “Living Against the Stats”
Matheson Bair, “Life in the Water”

Reclaiming Home:
Gender, Violence, and Visibility

Multipurpose Room, MSU 218
Moderator: Dr. Colleen Clemens

Josephine Ebersole, “Promising Young Woman and the Failure to
Protect Women”

Jacqueline Buchanan, “Playing the Player”

Caitlyn Koch, “State Sanctioned Censorship and Stonewall”

Morgan Clouser, “Dismantling the Straight Narrative: Fan Fiction as a
Deconstruction of Heteronormativity”




10 | Kutztown University Composition Conference 2025

Schedule

Songs of Hall-joys and Wandering:
A Poetry Reading

Formal Dining Room, MSU 223
Moderator: Dr. Sandra Leonard

Students from ENGL200: History of the English Language

Policies Toward Sustainability

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 312
Moderator: Dr. Moe Folk

Richard Strader, “Photo Essay”

Julia Smith, “Photo Essay”

Ayla Castellaneta, “What if We Got it Right?”
Michaela Birnkrant, “My True Home"

Baylee Lock, “What is Sustainability?”

Roundtable
The Keystone: The Future of Student
Journalism

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 322
Moderator: Dr. Mike Downing

John Mahoney, Panel Chair
Kara Armstrong

Katelynn “Brie” Humbles
Bethany McDonald

Kaitlyn Resline
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Feminist Futures in Fiction

Multipurpose Room, MSU 218
Moderator: Dr. Colleen Clemens

Jessica Hummel, “How Capitalism and Patriarchy Fails Foxfire”

Cass Stoler, “Joyce Carol Oates’s Foxfire: Butchness, Agency, and the
Transgressive Feminist Subject”

Abigail Miller, “Failed Revolution in The Power”

Twine and Our Virtual Homes

Formal Dining Room, MSU 223
Moderator: Dr. Sandra Leonard

Matthew Stahl, “Would You Love Me if | Were a Bug?”
Rebekah Ehrhart, “Princess”

Katie Camilli, “There is a Ghost in Your House”

Kai Johnson-Cancel, “I Hate Mondays”

Creative Journeys Home

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 312
Moderator: Dr. Jennifer Topale

Katelynn “Brie” Humbles, “Peeling Back”
Kateryna Chmil, “Evolution of My Home”
Drew Alden, “Hunting for a Future”

Roundtable

Session Featuring the Editors of Shoofly

Upstairs Conference Room, MSU 322
Moderator: Professor Jeff Voccola

Siobhan Houghton
Fernanda Theobaldo Panise
Jessi Walker
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